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News Highlights

Latvia latest to enter Covid-19 lockdown as cases rise

Latvia joined several other nations in Europe, including France, Germany and Greece, in imposing a
lockdown on its citizens to fight a major surge in coronavirus cases in the Baltic nation. The country's
government has imposed a four-week lockdown starting November 9, with restaurants being only allowed to
serve takeaway food and a maximum of 10 people, from no more than two households, permitted to
gather together indoors.

Denmark to cull 17 million minks, impose lockdown in parts of the country
to contain outbreak

A quarter of a million residents of parts of Northern Denmark will be placed under some form of
lockdown even as the government made plans to cull 17 million mink to contain the outbreak of a
mutated coronavirus strain in the animals that could spread to humans. Public transportation in the
affected regions will be shut down, gatherings will be limited to 10 attendees and colleges have been
instructed to switch to online learning with a few exceptions.

As election fever dies down, corona rages on in the U.S. with a fourth
straight daily case record

After days of uncertainty in one of the most tightly-contested U.S. presidential races in recent
memory, most major news outlets have declared Joe Biden to be the winner, although President Donald
Trump has still not conceded defeat and is threatening legal action. Meanwhile, the country set new records
for daily cases for the fourth day in a row, with 131,429 new coronavirus infections reported on
Saturday and 17 states reporting record one-day increases in infection numbers.

Coronavirus vaccine market may be worth $10bn a year, analysts say

Pharmaceutical companies around the world are working hard on creating a safe and viable
coronavirus vaccine, with a large part of the research funded by government money. Analysts at Morgan
Stanley and Credit Suisse have estimated the value of the future Covid-19 vaccine market in
developed countries to be more than $10bn a year, assuming that people will need to take a $20
shot every year, like a flu vaccine.
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Covid: Lack of medical supplies 'hits' disabled people
A hospital trust has declared a major incident as demand for oxygen surges among coronavirus
patients. Grimsby and Scunthorpe hospital Trust has seen a surge in coronavirus patients admitted
as one of the worst affected areas in the country. As of this morning, there were 106 Covid-positive
patients being treated in the Trust's three hospitals - 56 at Grimsby's Diana, Princess of Wales
Hospital, 47 at Scunthorpe General Hospital and three at Goole. There are six people in ICU in each
of  the  Grimsby  and  Scunthorpe  hospitals,  reports  the  Grimsby  Telegraph.  Additional  nursing  staff
have been called in to work extra shifts as the virus continues to take its toll on staff.

https://www.reuters.com/article/health-coronavirus/latvia-to-enter-covid-19-lockdown-on-monday-idINKBN27M2BB
https://www.reuters.com/article/health-coronavirus/latvia-to-enter-covid-19-lockdown-on-monday-idINKBN27M2BB
https://www.npr.org/sections/coronavirus-live-updates/2020/11/06/932113383/northern-denmark-in-lockdown-over-coronavirus-variant-outbreak-in-minks
https://www.npr.org/sections/coronavirus-live-updates/2020/11/06/932113383/northern-denmark-in-lockdown-over-coronavirus-variant-outbreak-in-minks
https://uk.reuters.com/article/uk-health-coronavirus-usa-records/u-s-reports-130000-new-coronavirus-cases-fourth-straight-daily-record-idUKKBN27O03G
https://uk.reuters.com/article/uk-health-coronavirus-usa-records/u-s-reports-130000-new-coronavirus-cases-fourth-straight-daily-record-idUKKBN27O03G
https://www.ft.com/content/7961437d-33cd-4f47-b190-2be3b571c8e5


https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-54845623

UK and others look for lessons from Slovakia's Covid mass-testing project
Authorities in Slovakia say they hope a nationwide programme in which two-thirds of the country’s
population were tested for Covid-19 in just two days last weekend will halve the number of cases of
the virus in the country. The Slovak testing programme has drawn interest from across Europe, as
debates  continue  about  whether  or  not  blanket  testing  is  the  best  way  to  fight  coronavirus.  A
Downing Street team travelled to Slovakia last weekend to witness the testing, keen to draw lessons
before a mass testing programme due to be launched in Liverpool this weekend. Slovak officials said
the team included two Downing Street advisers and two people responsible for arranging the UK’s
large-scale testing programme in Liverpool.
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/nov/06/slovakia-hopes-to-halve-coronavirus-cases-with-mass-testing

How Biden navigated pandemic politics to win the White House
Joe  Biden  was  fresh  off  winning  the  Michigan  primary  and  effectively  capturing  the  Democratic
presidential nomination, a prize he’d sought for the better part of three decades. Instead of plotting
a strategy to build momentum, he was contemplating an abrupt halt. He gathered his senior team in
a  conference  room on  the  19th  floor  of  his  campaign’s  Philadelphia  headquarters,  the  type  of  in-
person meeting that would soon be deemed a public health risk. A former surgeon general and Food
and Drug Administration commissioner joined on speakerphone.
https://apnews.com/article/joe-biden-navigate-pandemic-politics-2a990a1041ad737f5b5986f251d015a4

NHS England suspends one-to-one nursing for critically ill Covid patients
Nurses will be allowed to look after two critically ill Covid-19 patients at the same time after NHS
bosses relaxed the rule requiring one-to-one treatment in intensive care as hospitals come under
intense strain. NHS England has decided to temporarily suspend the 1:1 rule as the number of
people who are in hospital very sick with Covid has soared to 11,514, of whom 986 are on a
ventilator. The move comes amid concern that intensive care units, which went into the pandemic
already short of nurses, are being hit by staff being off sick or isolating as a result of Covid. It follows
a warning last week by Prof Chris Whitty, England’s chief medical officer, that the Covid resurgence
could overwhelm the NHS.
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/nov/08/nhs-england-suspends-one-to-one-nursing-for-critically-ill-covid-pati
ents

Coronavirus: Parents hit hardest by lockdown energy costs in UK
UK families are the hardest hit by coronavirus lockdown energy costs, according to new research
from Credit Karma. School closures during lockdown cost parents a total of £368m ($481m) a month
in extra energy costs, with each family facing an average £68 spike in inflated energy bills since the
UK went into lockdown. This is more than double the rise in energy bills suffered by the average UK
household, as the extra energy used by the average household due to lockdown equated to an
additional monthly cost of £32.31, according to a Populus poll.  As England goes into a second
national lockdown set to last until at least 2 December, families are bracing themselves for rising
energy bills, with many unsure on how they’ll afford them.
https://uk.movies.yahoo.com/coronavirus-parents-hit-hardest-by-lockdown-energy-costs-000102349.html

Coronavirus:  Greece reintroduce SMS authorisation for  movement as country enters
second lockdown
Residents in Greece will need to obtain permission before leaving their homes as the country's
second lockdown comes into force.  Similar  to  measures adopted during the first  lockdown,  people
will  be required to send a text message to a five-digit  number,  providing their  name, address and
the reason why they need to leave their house. The country's digital governance minister announced
the permissible reasons on Thursday.
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https://news.sky.com/story/coronavirus-greece-reintroduce-sms-authorisation-for-movement-as-country-enters-secon
d-lockdown-12126181

New Zealand Inc reaps benefit of hard and fast Covid lockdown
When Covid-19  struck  New Zealand,  Jacinda  Ardern’s  government  quickly  closed  the  nation’s
borders and imposed one of the world’s strictest lockdowns in a bid to eliminate the spread of the
virus. The decision in late March plunged businesses into crisis, with many forced to implement
radical strategic changes to survive. Air New Zealand was an early casualty, requiring a NZ$900m
($610.4m) bailout from Wellington. But with most restrictions now removed and the virus apparently
under  control,  business  confidence  is  coming  back.  Many  corporate  leaders  —  in  industries  from
tourism to  agriculture  — hope  that  Wellington’s  decision  to  prioritise  health  over  keeping  its
economy open will prove fruitful in the long term.
https://www.ft.com/content/912d28d1-b233-4e18-9af4-7fa84ea3b927

Coronavirus lockdown England: Internet usage surges on night one
Lockdown 2.0 yesterday came into force with shops and bars closed As a result people were stayed
at home and many streamed and went online At 9:10pm internet usage surged to a peak of 6.46
Terabytes per second
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article-8922409/First-night-Lockdown-2-0-triggers-internet-usage-surge-Engl
and.html

Exit Strategies

Restaurants Defend Dining Rooms as Covid-19 Spreads
Restaurant chains are setting long-term plans to keep dining rooms open whenever and wherever
possible  as the coronavirus pandemic shows no sign of  relenting.  McDonald’s  Corp.  Starbucks
Corp.and other chains are serving customers inside, in line with safety standards they say they have
honed during roughly nine months of grappling with the virus. Some executives say they see an
immediate boost in sales when dining rooms reopen. However, with Covid-19 cases rising to new
heights, these chains and other restaurant owners are closing some dining rooms again now where
officials  have  instructed  them to  do  so.  Illinois  suspended  indoor  dining  statewide  on  Wednesday,
while a two-week stay-at-home order imposed by El Paso, Texas, through Nov. 11 has shut dining
rooms.
https://www.wsj.com/articles/restaurants-defend-dining-rooms-as-covid-19-spreads-11604831402

Covid-19: Monday executive meeting to look at current restrictions
Cafes and restaurants could be allowed to reopen from Friday but not bars, the deputy first minister
has suggested. Michelle O'Neill said it was "something we are considering" ahead of the executive
meeting to discuss easing some Covid-19 restrictions. Current measures are due to end on Friday,
and ministers have been advised pubs and restaurants should remain closed for another two weeks.
Ms O'Neill said there could be some "flexibility" for easing restrictions. Speaking to the BBC's Sunday
Politics, she said any decisions would be taken in a "graduated" manner. Meanwhile, the Police
Service of  Northern Ireland (PSNI)  has confirmed it  has closed its  training college at  Garnerville  in
Belfast for two days for a deep clean.
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-northern-ireland-54864167

Covid-19 mass testing in Liverpool to be extended to secondary school pupils
The mass Covid-19 testing in Liverpool will be extended to secondary school pupils within days, it
has now been agreed. Parents of pupils aged 11-18 will be sent letters asking if they are willing to
consent to their child receiving a test.
https://www.liverpoolecho.co.uk/news/liverpool-news/covid-19-mass-testing-liverpool-19241092

It’s official: allotments are good for you – and for your mental health
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Jen Anderson managed to grow five “small but tasty” melons in Glasgow this summer, and she is not
alone in finding her allotment a godsend during the pandemic. For the four years she has owned it,
she says,  it  has “absolutely 100%” made her happier.  Her experience tallies with a study by
academics at the University of Sheffield, published last week, which outlines the wellbeing benefits
of allotment gardening. The 163 volunteers recorded “high levels of social and community activities,
including the sharing of surplus food produce, knowledge exchange, awareness and interaction with
wildlife, emotional connection to their allotment, appreciation of time spent outside and aesthetic
delight in the natural world”.
https://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2020/nov/08/its-official-allotments-are-good-for-you-and-for-your-mental-h
ealth

Queen Elizabeth II wears mask at tribute to Unknown Warrior
Queen Elizabeth II donned a face mask in public for the first time during the coronavirus pandemic
when attending a brief ceremony at Westminster Abbey last week to mark the centenary of the
burial of the Unknown Warrior. While the 94-year-old monarch has been seen in public on several
occasions over the past few months, she had not been pictured wearing a face covering until now.
On Wednesday, during her first public engagement in London since March, she wore a black mask
that was edged with white. Pictures of the ceremony were officially released late Saturday.
https://apnews.com/article/virus-outbreak-health-queen-elizabeth-ii-london-755033091fb7c0b643af45f8f8fee6be

Some veteran teachers skip wave of pandemic-era retirements
At age 86, agriculture teacher Gerald Bonds, of Farmington, New Mexico, has seen plenty of crises
during his career. He sees no reason to call it quits over the coronavirus pandemic. Bonds is in his
58th year of teaching at Farmington High School and, like most teachers in his state, has been
instructing his students remotely — an arrangement he despises. “I  hate it.  I  want to see the
students face to face and talk to them,” Bonds said in a video interview. Confronted with the
technology headaches of distance learning and the health risks, some teachers have retired early or
taken leave from work. But many veteran instructors like Bonds are sticking it out.
https://apnews.com/article/virus-outbreak-pandemics-distance-learning-farmington-new-mexico-80c190ee2031659b6
62405eee360ac7f

Deaths, cases, hospitalizations set records in North Dakota
North Dakota Republican Gov. Doug Burgum renewed a call Thursday for individual responsibility, as
the state reported a grim daily record of 29 more deaths from COVID-19, along with new highs for
infections and hospitalizations. “Today, statistically, marks the worst day yet for North Dakota,” a
solemn Burgum said during his weekly coronavirus update at the state Capitol. “We don’t like where
we are relative to where we’ve been.”
https://www.msn.com/en-us/health/medical/deaths-cases-hospitalizations-set-records-in-north-dakota/ar-BB1aJewV

Spain has recorded third-highest coronavirus fatality rate in Europe since July
Spain has added 7,100 coronavirus fatalities to the official death toll since July. This equates to 15
deaths per 100,000 inhabitants – the third-highest fatality rate per 100,000 inhabitants in Europe. In
Germany, this figure is 10 times lower, and in Italy, it is just one-third of the rate in Spain. Portugal
(eight), France (nine) and Belgium (12) are the European countries with the closest fatality rate per
100,000 inhabitants. What’s more, Spain reported an average of 150 daily Covid-19 related fatalities
last week, making the virus the leading cause of death.
https://english.elpais.com/society/2020-11-02/spain-has-recorded-third-highest-coronavirus-fatality-rate-in-europe-sin
ce-july.html

LIST OF 14 REASONS YOU CAN LEAVE HOME DURING SECOND CORONAVIRUS LOCKDOWN
As Police gear up to enforce the second coronavirus lockdown, Island Echo has put together an easy-
to-read list of all the reasons you are permitted to leave your home address over the next 4 weeks.
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https://www.islandecho.co.uk/list-of-14-reasons-you-can-leave-home-during-second-coronavirus-lockdown/

Covid: How to survive a winter lockdown, from those who've done it
Lockdown in Tromsø began in March 2020, when the average temperature was -1.1C, with lows of
-8.9C. It rained or snowed almost every day. Ida Solhaug says coping with a winter lockdown is all
about mindset. The mindfulness researcher at the University of Tromsø says my line of questioning -
about how to "get through" the cold months - is a big part of the problem. She says Brits often see
winter as "something to endure" rather than "really embracing winter for what it's worth".
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-54779286

Covid-19: Nichola Mallon says extending lockdown could help save Christmas
Image caption Restrictions on the hospitality industry should be extended for two weeks to rescue
the Christmas period, the infrastructure minister has said. Nichola Mallon said she had come to the
conclusion following evidence to the Northern Ireland Executive.
https://www.bbc.com/news/amp/uk-northern-ireland-54835337

Partisan Exits

Violence breaks out at anti-mask march on first night of second lockdown
Almost 200 anti-lockdown protesters have been arrested as they marched through London on the
first evening of tougher measures. Very few people wore face coverings as they joined the ‘Million
Mask March’ – an annual event on November 5 which is anti-establishment and against Government
corruption – in Trafalgar Square,  London. People began to walk up the Strand just after 6pm,
chanting ‘freedom’ and ‘no more lockdown’ and police urged them to go home. Many of them
carried signs, one of which read: ‘No more lockdown, no more cover ups, no more masks, no more
lies!’
https://metro.co.uk/2020/11/06/coronavirus-uk-100-anti-lockdown-protesters-arrested-in-london-13546021/

British police arrest 104 Londoners for breach of lockdown restrictions
British police said they arrested 104 Londoners on Thursday for breach of coronavirus regulations,
adding that they expected more arrests as policing operations continued into the night. People
gathered in central London despite new restrictions that have been imposed to limit the spread of
the coronavirus.  “Tonight,  a  crowd of  people  chose to  ignore the new regulations,  to  behave
irresponsibly and meet in a dangerous manner. More than 100 of these people have now been
arrested and will have to face the consequences of their actions”, the Metropolitan Police said.
https://uk.reuters.com/article/uk-health-coronavirus-britain-demonstrat/british-police-arrest-104-londoners-for-breach
-of-lockdown-restrictions-idUKKBN27L321

UK's coronavirus vaccine taskforce chief faces questions over biotech fund
The head of the government’s vaccine taskforce faces fresh questions after it emerged she hailed
the launch of a biotechnology investment fund in her capacity as managing director of a venture
capital  firm  despite  having  “stepped  away”  from  the  role.  Kate  Bingham,  a  venture  capitalist
married to the Conservative minister Jesse Norman, came under scrutiny this week when Labour
asked the cabinet secretary to “undertake an urgent and swift investigation” after it was claimed
she showed US financiers government documents at a $200-a-head conference. She has garnered
further attention after the Times reported that,  although Bingham voluntarily declared that SV
Health Investors “does not invest in companies related to work on the Covid-19 vaccine”, it has
shareholdings in companies named Alchemab and Adimab, which have been involved in the race to
develop antibody cocktails.
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2020/nov/08/uks-coronavirus-vaccine-taskforce-chief-faces-questions-over-bio
tech-fund

Vaccine diplomacy and the US-China rivalry in Africa
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Earlier this year, the China-United States global rivalry escalated, as both countries deployed their
diplomatic arsenals to try to sway the competition for 5G contracts. The US managed to get the
United Kingdom to rescind a deal with China’s Huawei to set up the country’s 5G network, which was
seen as a major win for Washington. This rivalry extended into Africa, with both superpowers trying
to recruit client African states to their side. The US has tried to put pressure on Kenya and South
Africa,  among other African countries,  to reconsider Huawei’s involvement in the set-up of  5G
systems. China, for its part, has put its weight behind the tech giant.
https://www.aljazeera.com/opinions/2020/11/7/africa-vaccine-diplomacy-and-the-us-china-rivalry/

Teachers  are  NOT more likely  to  get  coronavirus  than other  key  workers,  official  study
finds
Office for  National  Statistics  (ONS)  figures reveal  there is  'no difference'  in  risk  Other  key workers
were those working outside the home for at least a day Trade unions have blasted the Government
for keeping schools open
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-8923855/Teachers-NOT-likely-coronavirus-key-workers-official-study-finds.ht
ml

Covid: London anti-lockdown protest leads to 190 arrests
Police  arrested  190  protesters  during  anti-lockdown  demonstrations  in  central  London.  Officers
dispersed a large protest in Trafalgar Square at about 19:00 GMT on Thursday, with small pockets of
protests continuing through the night.  One person could face a £10,000 fine over their  role in the
demonstrations, the Met said. Scotland Yard said protesters had "put the health of London and our
officers at risk". The Met said one of the people arrested could be handed a £10,000 fine, which can
be  given  to  organisers  of  large  gatherings.  The  other  189  people  are  being  investigated  for
breaching new Covid-19 regulations and could be issued with fixed penalty notices, the force added.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-london-54842605

No10 admits mistake in coronavirus forecasts used to justify England's lockdown
Downing Street has admitted there were mistakes in coronavirus forecasts used by Boris Johnson to
justify England's new lockdown. Alarming slides shown at the No10 press conference on Saturday by
Chief  Scientific Adviser  Sir  Patrick Vallance predicting Covid deaths could hit  1,400 a day by early
December  have  now  been  revised  downwards.  The  graph,  based  on  forecasts  by  the  Scientific
Pandemic Influenza Group on Modelling, projected a top-end range of more than 1,400 deaths a day
by  December  8  -  well  above  the  first-wave  peak  of  almost  1,000.  But  on  Tuesday,  the  slide  was
quietly reissued with the top-end range revised down to just over 1,000 deaths a day. Another slide
forecasting hospital admissions would reach nearly 9,000 at the top end has also been changed to
just over 6,000 a day.
https://www.mirror.co.uk/news/politics/breaking-no10-admits-mistake-coronavirus-22968537

Continued Lockdown

Paris police step up patrols to limit lockdown violators
French police have stepped up checks to ensure that the nationwide lockdown is respected across
the country, and non-essential travel is avoided. Edward Baran reports.
https://www.reuters.com/video/watch/idP72y?now=true

Second French lockdown less severe for the economy one week in
One week into France’s second coronavirus lockdown this year, the euro zone’s second-biggest
economy  is  holding  up  much  better  than  the  first  time,  data  ranging  from  traffic  congestion  to
electricity use show. High-frequency data bear out anecdotal evidence that there are many more
people on the streets and businesses open this time, compared to March and April when major
French cities were ghost towns. France’s experience one week in offers an initial glimpse of what the
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economic fallout will look like from a second lockdown for other European countries that have since
or will soon follow.
https://uk.reuters.com/article/uk-france-economy-graphic/second-french-lockdown-less-severe-for-the-economy-one-
week-in-idUKKBN27M229

What it's like to be a secondary school teacher during the Coronavirus pandemic
With most pupils now back in school following October half term, the debate over whether they
should close during the current lockdown rages on. Britain's biggest teaching union, the National
Education Union (NEU), wants them to shut and says 'ignoring the role of schools and colleges in the
spread of the virus is likely to lead to the need for even longer lockdowns in future'. That view is
backed by Greater Manchester Mayor Andy Burnham, who fears the lockdown will not have the
same impact on lowering transmission of the virus if schools remain open.
https://www.manchestereveningnews.co.uk/news/greater-manchester-news/what-its-like-secondary-school-19227771

Coronavirus lockdown childcare bubbles and linked households explained
Lockdown  version  2.0  has  officially  begun,  with  the  biggest  difference  between  the  first  set  of
restrictions being the fact schools and nurseries are able to remain open this time. And while
everyone is instructed to stay indoors unless they have to go out for work, essential shopping, or
exercise, juggling childcare and the often complicated arrangements many families have around
who looks after whose kids when and where is made even more complicated by another coronavirus
lockdown. But this time things seem to be slightly more relaxed in terms of who can look after the
children or where they can go, than the lockdown in March.
https://www.bristolpost.co.uk/news/uk-world-news/coronavirus-lockdown-childcare-bubbles-linked-4673240

Covid-19: Lockdown 'opportunity' to fix England's roads
Councils  in  England  have  a  "unique  opportunity"  to  fix  potholes,  road  junctions  and  roadside
drainage during lockdown, the AA has said. It urged local authorities to ask drivers to move their
vehicles to car parks near disused shops, pubs and restaurants while repairs take place. Reduced
traffic means work could happen safely and without causing congestion, AA president Edmund King
said. Councils said £10bn was needed to bring roads "up to scratch". The government said it had
already  committed  £2.5bn  for  repairs  "as  part  of  the  biggest  nationwide  programme  ever
announced".
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-54799578

Scientific Viewpoint

A ‘Terrifying’ Coronavirus Surge Will Land in Biden’s Lap
Total  coronavirus  cases in  the U.S.  surpassed 10 million  on Sunday.  Experts  say the virus  is
spreading out of control and could grow worse before President-elect Biden takes office.
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/11/08/us/covid-united-states-joseph-biden.html

The  ‘other  vaccine’:  Why  the  Imperial  jab  offers  a  different  kind  of  hope  in  the  fight
against  Covid-19
Robin Shattock won’t say it himself - he is a man of modesty, after all - but more people should be
paying  attention  to  his  vaccine.  As  the  race  for  a  Covid-19  jab  intensifies,  the  team  at  Imperial
College  London  has  somewhat  flown under  the  radar.  Headlines  have  instead  been  dominated  by
the fast-moving progress of their counterparts at Oxford and elsewhere. In time, though, it feels this
could all change.
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/health/coronavirus-vaccine-imperial-oxford-latest-covid-b1639456.html

Manufacturing of AstraZeneca Oxford University COVID-19 vaccine to start in Australia
tomorrow
About 30 million doses of a COVID-19 vaccine will start production on Monday Biotech company CSL
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announced manufacturing would begin in Melbourne The doses pending approval are expected to be
released in the first half of 2021
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-8925913/Manufacturing-AstraZeneca-Oxford-University-COVID-19-vaccine-st
art-Australia-tomorrow.html

Could a Covid vaccine bring back normality?
England is back in lockdown. It happened not a moment too soon. As of 2 November almost three-
quarters  of  a  million  new  cases  have  been  officially  counted  since  21  September,  when  the
government’s  scientific  advisory  committee  Sage advised  lockdown.  On that  day,  Britain  had only
had  about  360,000  cases  since  Covid  arrived.  Now  the  figure  is  three  times  that.  So  many  more
cases mean it will take longer, and possibly require tougher social restrictions, to get numbers down
by imposing lockdown than it would have in September, says James Naismith, head of the Rosalind
Franklin Institute in Oxford. Naismith calculates that we will have 500 deaths per day in two to three
weeks because of the cases that occurred over the past week, compared with an average of 144 in
the week ending 2 November. But it could be far worse. If we had done nothing for another two
weeks, he says, we’d be looking at 1,000 deaths a day by Christmas – and more, if hospitals fill up
and not everyone can get optimal treatment.
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/nov/07/could-a-covid-vaccine-bring-back-normality

Northumberland company chosen for groundbreaking Covid-19 trials
A Northumberland pharmaceutical  company has been chosen to take part  in  ground breaking
clinical trials to counter the effect of Covid-19. Morpeth-based Pharma Nord's Bio-Vitamin D3 will be
part  of  the research designed to  look at  the effects  of  vitamin D supplementation on the immune
system and protecting against the coronavirus. The supplements will be taken by over 5,000 people
for a period of six months as they take part in the Queen Mary University of London ‘Coronavit’
study. Scientists hope that the large-scale trial will help to find out if correcting people’s vitamin D
deficiencies over winter can reduce the risk and/or severity of Covid-19 and other acute respiratory
infections.
https://www.chroniclelive.co.uk/news/north-east-news/northumberland-company-chosen-groundbreaking-covid-1923
4826

University of Kent expert believes effective coronavirus vaccine won't be rolled out until
the middle of next year
Professor of Genetics Darren Griffin says the focus should be shifted on to mass testing and mask
wearing instead of rushing through a jab
https://www.kentonline.co.uk/kmtv/video/university-of-kent-expert-believes-effective-coronavirus-vaccine-wont-be-rol
led-out-until-the-middle-of-next-year-32686/

COVID-19 in Canada: Dr. Tam 'cautiously optimistic' a vaccine could be available 'in the
first quarter of 2021'; Ontario moves region to 'red zone'
Dr. Theresa Tam, Canada’s chief public health officer, spoke about the possible roll  out of a viable
COVID-19 vaccine, stating that she is “cautiously optimistic” that one will  be available “in the first
quarter of 2021.
https://uk.news.yahoo.com/canada-covid19-coronavirus-daily-updates-november-06-194418357.html

Exclusive:  India-made  COVID-19  vaccine  could  be  launched  as  early  as  February  -
government scientist
An Indian government-backed COVID-19 vaccine could be launched as early as February - months
earlier than expected - as last-stage trials begin this month and studies have so far showed it is safe
and effective, a senior government scientist told Reuters. Bharat Biotech, a private company that is
developing COVAXIN with the government-run Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR), had earlier
hoped to launch it only in the second quarter of next year. “The vaccine has shown good efficacy,”
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senior ICMR scientist Rajni Kant, who is also a member of its COVID-19 task-force, said at the
research body’s New Delhi headquarters on Thursday. “It is expected that by the beginning of next
year, February or March, something would be available.”
https://uk.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-india-vaccine-excl/exclusive-india-made-covid-19-vaccine-could-b
e-launched-as-early-as-feb-govt-scientist-idUKKBN27L0XA

Common cold antibodies hold clues to COVID-19 behavior; lung scans speed COVID-19
diagnosis in stroke patients
Common cold antibodies yield clues to COVID-19 behavior - Among people who were never infected
with  the new coronavirus,  a  few adults  -  and many children -  may have antibodies  that  can
neutralize the virus, researchers reported on Friday in Science. Among 302 such adults, 16 (5.3%)
had antibodies, likely generated during infections with "common cold" coronaviruses, that reacted to
a specific region of the spike protein on the new virus called the S2 subunit. Among 48 children and
adolescents, 21 (43.8%) had these antibodies. In test tube experiments, blood serum from both
older and younger uninfected individuals with cross-reactive antibodies could neutralize the new
coronavirus. That was not the case with serum from study participants who lacked these antibodies.
"Together,  these  findings  may  help  explain  higher  COVID-19  susceptibility  in  older  people  and
provide  insight  into  whether  pre-established  immunity  to  seasonal  coronaviruses  offers  protection
against  SARS-CoV-2,"  the  publishers  of  the  journal  said  in  a  statement.  The  findings  also  suggest
that targeting the S2 subunit on the coronavirus spike protein might be the basis for a drug or
vaccine that works on multiple types of coronavirus.
https://uk.movies.yahoo.com/common-cold-antibodies-hold-clues-184143068.html

Covid-19: How a 'warm vaccine' could help India tackle coronavirus
India  expects  to  receive  and utilise  400-500 million  doses  of  Covid-19 vaccines  and plans  to
inoculate  some 250  million  people  between  January  and  July  next  year.  They  will  be  mainly
distributed through the country's 42-year-old immunisation programme,
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-india-54792287

Coronavirus vaccine taskforce chief Kate Bingham manages investments for drug firms
The head of the government’s vaccine taskforce has failed to publicly declare that she manages
private investments in two companies involved in the race to develop coronavirus drugs. Kate
Bingham is a managing partner at SV Health Investors, a venture capital firm. Two months after she
was appointed by Boris Johnson, she said it was the “perfect time” to launch a fund that invested in
a company researching coronavirus antibody cocktails, The Times can reveal.
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/edition/news/coronavirus-vaccine-taskforce-chief-manages-investments-for-drug-firms-qc
vxvdb6h

Wales will  be  given 'appropriate'  share of  coronavirus  vaccines by UK,  says  health
minister
Wales will be given a "proportionate" share of a future coronavirus vaccine by the UK Government,
the Welsh health minister has said. Vaughan Gething also said plans to deploy the treatment to
those most in need were already in place if it became available before the end of this year. Mr
Gething was responding to concerns expressed by Plaid Cymru's shadow health minister Rhun ap
Iorwerth that the Welsh Government's policy was "to leave things largely to the UK Government
when it comes to vaccination"
https://www.leaderlive.co.uk/news/18847377.wales-will-given-appropriate-share-coronavirus-vaccines-uk-says-health
-minister/

Why India need not worry about access to Covid vaccine: Dr Gagandeep Kang explains
The world is eagerly waiting for a Covid-19 vaccine, which is being seen as the only way to tame the
spread of the virus. Dr. Gagandeep Kang, a renowned medical scientist, spoke to Hindustan Times’
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Aditi Prasad on the issue of vaccine development and explained why India does not need to worry
about access to vaccines. She added that India will be on the radar if a bulk of vaccines need to be
delivered to the world. Dr. Kang also spoke on what is the most unpredictable thing about the
deadly coronavirus.
https://www.hindustantimes.com/videos/in-focus/why-india-need-not-worry-about-access-to-covid-vaccine-dr-gagand
eep-kang-explains/video-MSKFqm2M1pHwHs1bjTo4PL.html

Biden presidency may mean smoother coronavirus vaccine rollout, fewer cases
President-elect Joe Biden will inherit the world's biggest coronavirus outbreak when he takes office in
January. But public-health experts think the process of distributing a vaccine will likely be smoother
under Biden's administration than it would have been under Trump's. Experts also expect Biden to
institute lockdowns in coronavirus hotspots. These measures, combined with Biden's championing of
masks and social distancing, could prompt a decline in cases.
https://www.businessinsider.com/biden-coronavirus-plan-vaccine-rollout-masks-2020-11

Chinese COVID vaccine finds few volunteers in Pakistani trial
Pakistan,  one  of  China's  closest  allies,  has  been  struggling  to  find  volunteers  for  its  part  of  a
multicountry Phase 3 clinical trial of a Chinese vaccine against the new coronavirus. "Hospitals ...
have  been  facing  difficulties  in  recruiting  volunteers  for  the  trials  because  of  the  flood  of
misinformation, mainly on social media," a senior official at the National Institute of Health (NIH), a
government-run research body, told Nikkei Asia on condition of anonymity. In September, Pakistan
approved  the  final  phase  of  clinical  trials  for  the  single-dose  vaccine  candidate  Ad5-nCoV,
codeveloped by CanSino Biologics, a Tianjin-based Chinese vaccine company, and the Academy of
Military Medical  Sciences,  a Chinese military-backed research arm. In return,  China will  supply
COVID-19 vaccines to Pakistan as priority. For the Ad5-nCoV Phase 3 trial, slated to conclude in
January 2022, nearly 40,000 volunteers are expected to participate from Argentina, Chile, Mexico,
Saudi Arabia, Russia and Pakistan.
https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/Coronavirus/Chinese-COVID-vaccine-finds-few-volunteers-in-Pakistani-trial

Coronavirus vaccine for Spain expected to be widely available..
The latest news from AstraZeneca, the UK-based company whose coronavirus vaccine is currently in
advanced stage of testing, is that the product could be widely distributed by the end of March 2021.
https://murciatoday.com/coronavirus-vaccine-for-spain-expected-to-be-widely-available-by-next-march_1524801-a.ht
ml

Will a small, long-shot U.S. company end up producing the best coronavirus vaccine?
What  a  difference  a  year—and  a  pandemic—make.  Today,  Novavax  is  slated  to  receive  up  to  $2
billion  from  the  U.S.  government  and  a  nonprofit  organization  to  develop  and  manufacture  a
coronavirus vaccine. The company’s stock closed at $80.71 per share on 30 October, it has hired
more than 300 new employees, and this month it  plans to launch a pivotal clinical trial  of its
coronavirus vaccine in the United States and Mexico. Made by moth cells harnessed to crank out the
virus’ spike protein—which the pathogen uses to invade human cells—Novavax’s vaccine outshone
major competitors on key measures in monkey and early human tests.
https://www.sciencemag.org/news/2020/11/will-small-long-shot-us-company-end-producing-best-coronavirus-vaccine

Vaughan Gething: No Wales delay for UK coronavirus vaccine
Health minister Vaughan Gething has downplayed concerns Wales could fall  behind in a future
coronavirus vaccination programme. The UK government is responsible for arranging vaccines for
the whole UK, but it will be up to Wales to decide how a vaccine programme would be rolled out, he
said. Plaid MS Rhun ap Iorwerth said there was “growing optimism” a Covid-19 vaccine would be
available in the near future, but asked Mr Gething if Wales’ policy was to “leave things largely to the
UK government when it comes to vaccination”.
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https://www.southwalesargus.co.uk/news/18849834.vaughan-gething-no-wales-delay-uk-coronavirus-vaccine/

A More Transparent And Trusted Covid Vaccine
I  have  long  expressed concerns  regarding  the  safety,  efficacy,  manufacturing  quality,  distribution,
and administration of anti-Covid-19 vaccines. Many of these concerns have now been echoed by
reporters at STAT, a publication that has become essential reading for all who follow diagnostic,
vaccine, and drug development for Covid-19. The article highlights the loss of public trust in our
public health institutions, with 62% of Americans worried the FDA will rush to approve vaccines
because of political pressure, without adequate regard for safety and effectiveness. But in addition
to highlighting the problem, the authors also point toward a solution: a Pew Research Center study
which shows that open access to data and independent review inspires more trust in research
findings—findings that in the case of a vaccine study need to be trusted for people to be willing to
take the vaccine.
https://www.forbes.com/sites/williamhaseltine/2020/11/06/a-more-transparent-and-trusted-covid-vaccine/

Spain’s Prime Minister Claims Coronavirus Vaccine Will be Ready For May 2021
Spain’s  Prime  Minister  Pedro  Sánchez  confirmed  on  Thursday  in  Valencia  that  the  vaccination
campaign in Spain against COVID-19 “could be ready” for May 2021. The date given coincides the
end of the state of alarm approved by the Central Executive two weeks ago. “The new vaccines
could be ready by that time, accompanying the change of season, and that will help us progressively
recover that new normal,” said the Chief Executive, who has asked the rest of the political parties to
agree on the General State Budgets before the end of the year. “If Spain agrees, Spain wins,” he
stressed.
https://www.euroweeklynews.com/2020/11/07/spains-prime-minister-claims-coronavirus-vaccine-will-be-ready-for-ma
y-2021/

Coronavirus: Oxford vaccine trial  issues warning after participants share swabs with
family and friends
A message to participants of the clinical trial, sent today from the Covid research team based at
Guys  and  St  Thomas’  Hospitals  Trust  in  London  and  seen  by  The  Independent,  confirmed  some
positive infections identified by the trial  had been tracked to people who were not participating in
the  study.  Oxford  University  today  confirmed  the  problem  but  said  it  was  a  small  number  of
participants  whose  results  could  be  easily  identified  and  would  not  affect  the  final  results.  The
Oxford University vaccine is one of the leading candidates for mass inoculation against coronavirus
to help bring about an end to the pandemic and end the lockdown not just in the UK but around the
world.
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/health/covid-19-vaccine-uk-update-oxford-trial-b1641685.html

Odisha fast tracks coronavirus vaccine manufacturing unit
As the race for the COVID-19 vaccine hots up, Odisha is all set to fast track the establishment of an
advanced vaccine manufacturing unit  with an investment of Rs 300 crore at Andharua on the
outskirts of the Capital city. Hyderabad-based Bharat Biotech International Limited (BBIL) will be the
anchor  developer.  The unit  will  produce 10 types of  vaccines including that  of  COVID-19 and
malaria.The  progress  of  the  project  was  reviewed  at  a  high-level  meeting  through  a  video
conference from the Lokseba Bhavan by Chief Secretary Asit Tripathy.
https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2020/nov/07/odisha-fast-tracks-coronavirus-vaccine-manufacturing
-unit-2220523.html

Coronavirus vaccine campaign will admit that jab may not be 100% safe
A campaign to encourage people to have a Covid-19 vaccination will acknowledge that the jab is not
100  per  cent  safe  under  an  honesty-first  approach  designed  to  win  over  waverers.  Barely  half  of
Britons say that they will definitely be vaccinated against coronavirus, and plans being developed in
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government aim to acknowledge concerns to ensure the undecided are not swayed by antivax
propaganda.
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/coronavirus-vaccine-campaign-will-admit-that-jab-may-not-be-100-safe-wszgv3k86

Coronavirus vaccine 'could be distributed by GPs on Christmas and Boxing Day'
GPs could distribute a Covid vaccine on Christmas Day and Boxing Day in a bid to protect people in
the UK, it has been reported. Health Secretary Matt Hancock is expected to announce plans next
week for jabs to be supplied as early as next month. According to The Sun, family doctors could
have capacity to offer the jab seven days a week between 8am and 8pm. It is believed major cities
will also have a Covid-19 vaccination centre to help speed up the distribution of the jab. GPs could
be supported by 3,000 mobile units, with teams visiting care homes and vulnerable people, the
newspaper reported.
https://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/coronavirus-vaccine-could-distributed-gps-22972172

If One Leading Coronavirus Vaccine Works, Thank This Tiny Firm in Rural Austria
A  key  ingredient  in  what  could  be  the  first  U.S.-approved  Covid-19  vaccine  comes  from  a  family-
owned company with 90 employees in the Austrian countryside, underscoring the fragility of the
potential treatment’s supply chain. Polymun Scientific Immunbiologische Forschung GmbH is one of
a handful of makers of lipid nanoparticles, microscopic vessels used to deliver genetic material into
the body.
https://www.wsj.com/articles/if-one-leading-coronavirus-vaccine-works-thank-this-tiny-firm-in-rural-austria-116046640
01

Covid-19 vaccine market worth $10bn a year, analysts say
The future Covid-19 vaccine market could be worth more than $10bn a year, generating bumper
revenues  for  pharmaceutical  companies  that  have  funded  large  parts  of  their  research  with
government money. The calculations by analysts at Morgan Stanley and Credit Suisse assume that
people will  need to take a Covid-19 vaccine every year,  like a flu jab,  and are based on projected
costs for the shot, currently hovering at about $20 a dose. “My base case assumption right now is
that you will  need annual vaccinations,” said Matthew Harrison, an analyst at Morgan Stanley.
“[Covid-19] is not going to go away.” Even taking a “conservative approach” in which only those
people who get a flu vaccine also take one for Covid-19, the market would be worth $10bn across
developed countries, he said.
https://www.ft.com/content/7961437d-33cd-4f47-b190-2be3b571c8e5

Australia orders more COVID-19 vaccines for total of 135 million doses
The Australian government has agreed to purchase two more COVID-19 vaccines in development,
beefing up the country's prospective arsenal against the pandemic to 135 million doses as it aims to
complete a mass inoculation programme within months.  Prime Minister Scott  Morrison said on
Thursday the government will buy 40 million vaccine doses from Novavax, and 10 million from Pfizer
and BioNTech. That adds to the 85 million doses Australia has already committed to buy from
AstraZeneca and CSL Ltd should trials prove successful, taking the country's total anticipated outlay
to A$3.2 billion ($2.3 billion). "We aren't putting all our eggs in one basket," Morrison told reporters
in Sydney.
https://uk.sports.yahoo.com/news/australia-signs-two-more-covid-225018070.html

Regeneron looks to target most in-need patients for Covid drug
Regeneron said on Thursday it was working to address questions over how to target the most in-
need patients for its antibody treatment for Covid-19, which US president Donald Trump said was a
“cure” for the disease. The treatment could be approved for emergency use in the “relatively near
future”, Leonard Schleifer, Regeneron’s chief executive, told analysts in a discussion of its latest
earnings. The New York-based biotech said it will have 80,000 doses available by the end of the

https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/coronavirus-vaccine-campaign-will-admit-that-jab-may-not-be-100-safe-wszgv3k86
https://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/coronavirus-vaccine-could-distributed-gps-22972172
https://www.wsj.com/articles/if-one-leading-coronavirus-vaccine-works-thank-this-tiny-firm-in-rural-austria-11604664001
https://www.wsj.com/articles/if-one-leading-coronavirus-vaccine-works-thank-this-tiny-firm-in-rural-austria-11604664001
https://www.ft.com/content/7961437d-33cd-4f47-b190-2be3b571c8e5
https://uk.sports.yahoo.com/news/australia-signs-two-more-covid-225018070.html


month, and 300,000 by the end of January. But the number of Covid-19 patients who could benefit
from the drug, if approved, is soaring, with 100,000 cases reported in the US in a single day on
Wednesday for the first time.
https://www.ft.com/content/a640ee3b-442c-4eee-b7c2-c35a0520612f

First COVID-19 Vaccine Doses To Go To Health Workers, Say CDC Advisers
Health care workers will  almost certainly get the first  doses of  COVID-19 vaccine in the U.S.  when
one is approved, according to Dr. José Romero, head of the committee that develops evidence-based
immunization guidelines for the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. That's a decision based
on the science of what will quell the pandemic fastest. "It's not just the doctors and nurses that are
interacting with patients, but also the support personnel that help," Romero said in an interview
Thursday with NPR. "It could include those persons that are delivering food, or maintenance people
that could come in contact with them," so they can protect themselves and patients from the virus,
and  stay  healthy  to  keep  the  U.S.  health  care  system running.  Romero  chairs  the  Advisory
Committee on Immunization Practices, or ACIP, a longstanding CDC advisory group that includes 15
voting members, plus other vaccination experts who weigh in.
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2020/11/05/931844298/first-covid-19-vaccine-doses-to-go-to-health-worker
s-say-cdc-advisers

Coronavirus: 'Small chance' COVID jab will be ready before Christmas, Oxford vaccine
boss says
The director of the Oxford vaccine trial has said there is a "small chance" a jab will be ready before
Christmas.  Vaccine  trial  chief  investigator  Andrew  Pollard  told  the  Science  and  Technology
Committee he is "optimistic" the University of Oxford trial could present late-stage results, possibly
revealing whether it works, before the end of the year. Asked if the vaccine would be ready by
Christmas, he said: "There is a small chance of that being possible but I just don't know.
https://news.sky.com/story/coronavirus-small-chance-covid-jab-will-be-ready-before-christmas-oxford-vaccine-boss-sa
ys-12123325

Coronavirus vaccine no silver bullet, warns QUB virologist
As  the  Executive  prepares  to  debate  the  effectiveness  of  Northern  Ireland's  Covid  restrictions  on
Thursday, a leading virologist has warned that even a vaccine will not be the instant "silver bullet"
that many were hoping for and that changes to our lives will be in place for some time. Others
suggested that while lockdown was bringing the R-number down, only changes to behaviour would
keep it down. It came as a further 10 deaths from Covid-19 were reported by the Department of
Health on Wednesday, bringing the total to 740.
https://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/health/coronavirus/coronavirus-vaccine-no-silver-bullet-warns-qub-virologist
-39708321.html

Coronavirus Resurgence

COVID-19 Nursing Home Cases Up 400% in Surge States
The number of coronavirus infections among nursing home residents in 20 of the hardest-hit states
has increased by 400 percent since May, reports the Associated Press. The new data comes from a
study by the University of Chicago which determined that cases rose from 1,083 to 4,274 between
the week ending May 31 and the week ending October 31. Nursing home resident deaths more than
doubled to 699 during the same period and infections among staff more than quadrupled to more
than 4,000 in  the  same five-month  period.  The rise  comes even though the  Trump administration
has allocated $5 billion to help beef up testing in the country’s nursing homes, including more than
14,000 fast test machines. The 20 states analyzed in the study are those with the highest COVID-19
hospitalizations:  Alaska,  Arkansas,  Iowa,  Idaho,  Indiana,  Kansas,  Kentucky,  Minnesota,  Missouri,
Montana, Nebraska, New Mexico, North Dakota, Ohio, Oklahoma, South Dakota, Utah, Wisconsin,
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West Virginia, and Wyoming.
https://www.thedailybeast.com/covid-19-nursing-home-cases-up-400-in-surge-states

Iran's daily COVID-19 deaths hit record of 459 - TV
Iran’s daily tally of coronavirus deaths hit a record high of 459 on Sunday, the health ministry
announced,  increasing  the  official  toll  to  38,291  in  the  Middle  East’s  worst-hit  country.  Ministry
spokeswoman Sima Sadat Lari  told state TV that  the total  number of  confirmed coronavirus cases
increased by 9,236 to 682,486. Iran has been hardest hit by the COVID-19 pandemic in the Middle
East
https://www.reuters.com/article/health-coronavirus-iran-idUSD5N2F8002

Britain reports 20,572 new cases of COVID-19, 156 deaths
Britain reported 20,572 new cases of COVID-19 on Sunday and 156 deaths from the virus, both
lower than figures from a day before, government data showed.
https://www.reuters.com/article/healthcoronavirus-britain-cases-idUSS8N2GY09B

Covid-19: Nursing shortage warning as winter looms
Widespread nursing shortages across the NHS could lead to staff burnout and risk patient safety this
winter,  the  Royal  College  of  Nursing  has  warned.  The  nursing  union  said  a  combination  of  staff
absence due to the pandemic, and around 40,000 registered nursing vacancies in England was
putting too much strain on the remaining workforce. The government says more than 13,000 nurses
have been recruited this year. It has committed to 50,000 more nurses by 2025. It also hopes
England's four-week lockdown will ease pressure on the NHS. The RCN has expressed concern that
staff  shortages  are  affecting  every  area  of  nursing,  from  critical  care  and  cancer  services  to
community  nursing,  which  provides  care  to  people  in  their  own  homes.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-54844786

While the US is focused on the election, the Covid-19 pandemic keeps growing
This week, as voters cast ballots and waited to see who would clinch the White House, the Covid-19
pandemic largely fell out of view. But even as CNN projected former Vice President Joe Biden would
become the 46th President of the United States, the coronavirus continued to spread, in some
places at  a  higher  rate  than ever  before.  The US broke one record after  another.  Patients  flooded
hospitals, and thousands died. And officials across the country implemented more restrictions to get
the virus under control. Here's what happened this week in the country's fight against Covid-19.
https://www.cnn.com/2020/11/07/health/covid-19-pandemic-election-week/index.html

Coronavirus Northern Ireland: Further seven deaths and 420 new cases of Covid-19
A further seven Covid-19 related deaths have taken place in Northern Ireland, the Department of
Health has confirmed. All of the deaths occurred within the past 24 hours and it brings the death toll
from the virus in the region to 781. Two of the deaths occurred in the Belfast council area, two in
Derry City and Strabane, one in Armagh, Banbridge and Craigavon, one in Mid Ulster and one in
Newry, Mourne and Down. Another 420 cases of Covid-19 have been diagnosed after 5,762 tests
were carried out on 2,386 people on Saturday. Since the start of the pandemic a total of 42,917 in
Northern Ireland have tested positive for the virus.
https://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/health/coronavirus/coronavirus-northern-ireland-further-seven-deaths-and-4
20-new-cases-of-covid-19-39721136.html

Hospital trust declares major incident as Covid-19 surge sees oxygen demand jump
A hospital trust has declared a major incident as demand for oxygen surges among coronavirus
patients. Grimsby and Scunthorpe hospital Trust has seen a surge in coronavirus patients admitted
as one of the worst affected areas in the country. As of this morning, there were 106 Covid-positive
patients being treated in the Trust's three hospitals - 56 at Grimsby's Diana, Princess of Wales
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Hospital, 47 at Scunthorpe General Hospital and three at Goole. There are six people in ICU in each
of  the  Grimsby  and  Scunthorpe  hospitals,  reports  the  Grimsby  Telegraph.  Additional  nursing  staff
have been called in  to  work extra  shifts  as  the virus  continues to  take its  toll  on staff.  Across  the
Trust  last  week,  140  staff  members  were  unavailable  to  work.  This  includes  71  from  Grimsby's
hospital,  48  at  Scunthorpe,  6  in  Goole,  and  15  'across  the  trust'.
https://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/breaking-hospital-trust-declares-major-22976471

Coronavirus: How thousands died of Covid-19 they caught in hospitals
During the first wave of the pandemic, patients who went into hospital to be treated for conditions
unrelated to Covid were infected and died. Hospital-acquired infections accounted for one in ten
Covid deaths. Though the figures relate to all deaths from Covid from March 1 to August 31, experts
are calling for action to protect the public as the problem is 'ongoing'
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/health/article-8924191/Coronavirus-thousands-died-Covid-19-caught-hospitals.html

Doctors fear more death as Dakotas experience virus 'sorrow'
With coronavirus cases running rampant in the Dakotas and elected leaders refusing to forcefully
intervene, the burden of pushing people to take the virus seriously has increasingly been put on the
families of those who have died. The ranks of those who know what it means to lose someone they
love to COVID-19 are on the rise. North Dakota and South Dakota have the nation’s worst rate of
deaths per capita over the last 30 days. Despite advances in treating COVID-19 patients, hundreds
more people have died in recent weeks than during any other period — a grim exclamation point on
the virus outbreak slamming the northern Plains and Upper Midwest.
https://apnews.com/article/us-news-virus-outbreak-sioux-falls-south-dakota-north-dakota-bbb7bf37db1fc9f87044a373
38e3af91

COVID-19 surge creates new headache for beleaguered PM Muhyiddin
As Malaysia celebrated its national day at the end of August, it appeared to have brought COVID-19
to heel. But two months later, the Southeast Asian nation of 30 million people finds itself confronted
with a brutal resurgence of the virus centred mostly on Sabah on the Malaysian part of Borneo
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/11/6/covid-19-surge-creates-new-headache-for-under-pressure-muhyiddin

UK reports 24,957 new COVID cases, 413 more deaths
Britain reported 24,957 new cases of COVID-19 on Saturday and 413 deaths from the virus, both up
on figures from the day before, government data showed.
https://uk.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-britain-cases/uk-reports-24957-new-covid-cases-413-more-death
s-idUKKBN27N0K4

U.S. reports 130,000 new coronavirus cases, fourth straight daily record
The  United  States  on  Saturday  reported  a  record  increase  in  coronavirus  cases  for  a  fourth
consecutive day with at least 131,420 new infections, bringing the country’s total caseload to about
9.91 million, according to a Reuters tally. Seventeen states reported a record one-day increase on
Saturday while 14 states reported record daily numbers of hospitalized patients. The number of
deaths  nationwide  was  more  than  1,000  for  a  fifth  consecutive  day  on  Saturday,  according  to  a
Reuters tally.
https://uk.reuters.com/article/uk-health-coronavirus-usa-records/u-s-reports-130000-new-coronavirus-cases-fourth-str
aight-daily-record-idUKKBN27O03G

Three areas recording the biggest coronavirus spikes as England enters lockdown
Three areas in northern England are recording the highest spikes in coronavirus rates. Hull, in east
Yorkshire is now recording the biggest week-on-week jump, with infection rates are up from 318.7 to
543.
https://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/three-areas-recording-biggest-coronavirus-22971010
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Can I still go fishing during coronavirus lockdown?
Anglers will be able to continue with their sport during lockdown, which started across England on
Thursday. The national governing body representing all game, coarse and sea anglers in England,
Angling Trust, is urging people to: "Fish safely, locally and respect the ‘rule of two’ during lockdown."
Those who enjoy spending time on the banks of waters are being trusted by Government to respect
the  restrictions  tied-in  with  fishing's  continuance,  as  they  were  as  the  first  to  enjoy  recreational
activity again after spring's lockdown when many newcomers were attracted to the sport.
https://www.lancashiretelegraph.co.uk/news/18852486.angling-trust-guidance-fishing-november-lockdown/

New Lockdown

Latvia to enter COVID-19 lockdown on Monday
Latvia’s government on Friday declared a four-week lockdown starting on Nov. 9 to slow the spread
of the novel coronavirus, which has accelerated in recent weeks in the Baltic nation. Latvia reported
367 new cases on Friday, bringing the total number to 7,119 with 87 deaths. It had only 2,086 total
cases on Oct. 1. Under the new rules, social contact is discouraged and a maximum of 10 people
from no more than two households will be allowed to gather inside. Restaurants can serve only
takeaway food and shops will limit the number of people inside.
https://www.reuters.com/article/health-coronavirus/latvia-to-enter-covid-19-lockdown-on-monday-idINKBN27M2BB

Greek PM orders nationwide lockdown to curb COVID cases surge
Greece’s conservative government on Thursday ordered a nationwide lockdown for three weeks to
help contain a resurgence of COVID-19 cases. Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis said the new
restrictions will come into effect on Saturday, November 7.
https://uk.reuters.com/article/health-coronavirus-greece/greek-pm-orders-nationwide-lockdown-to-curb-covid-cases-s
urge-idUKA8N28L07G

Denmark tightens lockdown in north, mink cull devastates industry
Denmark announced strict  new lockdown rules  on Thursday in  the north of  the country  after
authorities  discovered a  mutated coronavirus  strain  in  minks bred in  the region,  prompting a
nationwide cull that will devastate the large pelt industry. The government said on Wednesday that
it would cull all minks - up to 17 million - to prevent human contagion with a mutated coronavirus,
which authorities said could be more resistant against future vaccines.  Seven municipalities in
northern Denmark, home to most of the country’s mink farms, will face restrictions on movement
across county lines, while restaurants and bars will be closed, Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen told
a press conference.
https://uk.reuters.com/article/uk-health-coronavirus-denmark-mink/denmark-tightens-lockdown-in-north-mink-cull-de
vastates-industry-idUKKBN27L2N7

Coronavirus: Italy imposes regional lockdown as Europe battles surges
Much of Italy is now in lockdown, including the densely populated northern Lombardy region, after
the Covid-19 death toll for 24 hours hit 445 - a six-month record. Italy is now split into three zones:
red for high risk, then orange and yellow. The red areas are Lombardy, Piedmont and Aosta Valley in
the north and Calabria in the south. The whole country has a night curfew. In neighbouring Slovenia
police clashed with violent anti-lockdown protesters. Riot police used water cannon and teargas to
disperse  the  crowd  of  several  hundred  outside  parliament  in  the  capital  Ljubljana.  Some
demonstrators threw bottles, stones and smoke bombs at officers.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-54839429

Light coronavirus lockdown causes confusion across France
Oil for cooking is essential but the sale of essential oils is banned. Their statuses reflect the farcical
side  of  a  week-old  second  lockdown  that  scarcely  resembles  the  harsh  first  round  in  the  spring.
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Stumbling  by  President  Macron’s  government  has  compounded  confusion  over  “le  confinement,
saison 2”, in which schools and public services remain open and much of the workforce troops to the
office under pressure from the boss.
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/light-coronavirus-lockdown-causes-confusion-across-france-655wtd73t

Parts Of Northern Denmark On Lockdown Over Coronavirus Variant Outbreak In Minks
Denmark is putting over a quarter of a million of residents on lockdown after discovering coronavirus
outbreaks among bred minks, including a mutated strain. The government announced a number of
restrictions on parts of northern Denmark, the area hit hardest by the infections. Two days ago,
officials  ordered the mink population to be killed,  totaling up to 17 million animals.  Restaurants in
these areas are closed to diners. Public transportation within the region are shut down. Gatherings
are largely limited to 10 attendees. Colleges are instructed to switch to online classes with a few
possible exceptions. The regional health authority said it was preparing to test the 280,000 residents
in the affected areas for the coronavirus.
https://www.npr.org/sections/coronavirus-live-updates/2020/11/06/932113383/northern-denmark-in-lockdown-over-c
oronavirus-variant-outbreak-in-minks
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