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Ignoring ventilation is the great unspoken error of the UK government's COVID-19
strategy

You see it every day, in pubs and restaurants across the country: staff will put on visors, wipe
down tables, ask customers to sanitise their hands - and then they close the doors and
windows. It's an act of epidemiological insanity. We diligently carry out the actions which do
the least good to combat infection and ignore those which do the most good.
It's extraordinary that 18 months into this pandemic we are still making these rudimentary
mistakes. And the reason for it comes down to three issues: our inability to update our risk assessments, our
susceptibility to hygiene theatre and a predictable cycle of government failure.
Back in March 2020, when the pandemic first broke out, there was comparatively little
understanding of how COVID-19 spread. But our understanding has now improved. People
very rarely get COVID by touching an infected surface.
'The risk is generally considered to be low,' the U.S. Centres for Disease Control and
Prevention concluded in April. Ventillation, on the other hand, is recognised as being
vitally important.
COVID is an airborne virus predominantly transmitted through droplets and aerosols. The best
prevention is to maintain social distancing, stay outside where possible and keep indoor areas
fully ventillated, so the particles get carried away and dissipate. Buildings can be ventilated in
a couple of ways: naturally, by opening windows and doors, or mechanically, by using a
system that circulates air taken in from outside the building.
But something happened to us at the start of the pandemic. The initial message - that of
hand-washing and face-touching - just kind of stuck. Even as the scientific understanding
evolved, government messaging and people's risk assessments seemed to stay the same.
The wipe-down theatre also seems to satisfy us on a basic visual level. Unlike ventilation,
which is largely invisible, it gives the impression of something being done. In many
workplaces - from pubs to offices - this impression has taken precedence over effective anti-
Covid measures.
'We will still treat the surfaces, primarily because it is visually reassuring for our colleagues,'
an official told a recent National Engineering Policy Centre evidence hearing. 'If a
cleaner is being seen to clean high touchpoints on a regular basis, this is way more reassuring
than us telling people that we have increased our air supply rate to 16 litres per second,
because that means nothing to the average office occupant.
'But psychological vulnerabilities only get us so far. The chief responsibility for what has
happened lies with the government. It wasn't until March 2021, a year after the first lockdown,
that it published guidance on ventilation. And even since then it has failed to deliver a clear
message to the public.
They can't claim ignorance. In July 2020, the New and Emerging Respiratory Virus
Threats Advisory Group warned that 'face shields/visors are unlikely to be an effective
control for aerosol transmission.' Instead, 'it is recommended that organisations should take
steps to ensure appropriate ventilation provision.' This needed to be done in time for winter,
when the cold weather would prompt people to close windows.
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In October 2020, the SAGE group of scientific advisors intervened. 'Ventilation is an
important mitigation measure against far-field aerosol transmission,' it said. 'The effectiveness
of ventilation in many environments is strongly influenced by user behaviour. Clear messaging
and guidelines will be needed to improve understanding.'
Later that month, the Environmental and Modelling Group called for 'sector specific
guidance' for 'building/facilities managers and professional engineers' setting out practical
advice on improving ventilation. 'It is recommended to identify where there may need to be
financial or technical support.'
The winter passed. We're now in the height of summer, with another winter on the way, and
yet the guidance to the government looks exactly the same as it did this time last year.
A report last week by the Royal Academy of Engineering, commissioned by chief scientific
adviser Sir Patrick Vallance, reads as if it was written over 12 months ago - making the same
urgent demands and calling for the same actions.
It found that a majority of building owners and operators still 'have modest levels of relevant
knowledge, skills, budgets, and organisational maturity in this area,' partly due to the fact that
'the scientific evidence....has not been communicated.' It called on the government to 'rapidly
develop and deliver clear communications' and fund 'private and public sector organisations
to improve the poorest performing spaces in buildings.'
And yet there is really very little reason to think that will take place. No.10 has consistently
failed to communicate the importance of ventilation, advise businesses appropriately or fund
the changes which many of them need to implement.
Ventilation is the great unspoken error of our pandemic strategy. One of the main factors in
COVID transmission has been largely ignored. And there are few signs the government has
learnt its lesson.
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Ignoring ventilation is the great unspoken error of our government’s Covid-19 strategy
The initial message of hand-washing and face-touching just kind of stuck – but evidence shows that
it’s ventilation, ventilation, ventilation that really matters
https://inews.co.uk/opinion/ignoring-ventilation-great-unspoken-error-governments-covid-19-strategy-1114073

Third of 18 to 29-year-olds have not had a jab as vaccine uptake slows to a fraction of
what it was in the spring and infections soar among the young

Third of 18 to 29-year-olds have not had a jab as vaccine uptake slows to a fraction of
what it was in the spring and infections soar among the young
Infections among young adults have soared to a record high as vaccine uptake slows to a fraction of
what  it  was  in  the  spring.  One  in  three  18-to-29  year  olds  have  still  not  had  a  first  dose  of  the
Covid-19  vaccine,  NHS  England  figures  show.  But  the  virus  is  running  rampant  in  this  age  group,
with more than one in 100 aged 20 to 29 testing positive last week.
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-9816089/Third-18-29-year-olds-not-jab-uptake-slows-infections-soar-young.h
tml

CDC warns this is 'pivotal moment' in fight against delta variant

CDC warns this is 'pivotal moment' in fight against delta variant
Top  Biden  administration  officials  on  Thursday  said  that  a  hyper-transmissible  variant  of  the
coronavirus is posing new challenges for the nation’s health system, urging millions of unvaccinated
Americans  to  get  shots  to  protect  themselves  and  their  communities.  The  delta  variant,  first
detected in India, now represents more than 83 percent of cases circulating in the United States,
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according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. People infected with the variant appear
to carry a viral load that is more than 1,000 times that of those infected with earlier forms of the
virus, allowing the virus to spread rapidly among unvaccinated people, scientists have found.
https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/2021/07/22/walensky-pivotal-moment-delta-variant/

More than 600,000 people told to isolate by NHS Covid-19 app

More than 600,000 people told to isolate by NHS Covid-19 app
More than 600,000 people using the NHS Covid-19 app in England and Wales were sent self-isolation
alerts in the week between 8 and 15 July. Data shows 618,903 alerts were sent - a 17% rise from the
previous  week.  There  are  complaints  from  businesses  that  the  alerts  are  causing  serious  staff
shortages and affecting services.  However some fully-vaccinated key workers will  be exempt from
self-isolating if they are pinged by the app as a close contact of a positive case. Business secretary
Kwasi Kwarteng told the BBC a “very narrow” list of jobs would be released today.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-57929162

COVID-19: Minister suggests other 'crowded' venues where vaccine passports could be
introduced

COVID-19: Minister suggests other 'crowded' venues where vaccine passports could be
introduced
Vaccine passports could be introduced for sporting and business events, music venues and festivals
in addition to nightclubs, a minister has suggested, but people will not have to prove their COVID
status to access schools and universities. Making a statement to MPs in the Commons, Nadhim
Zahawi said those former events are the ones that ministers are "most concerned about" when it
comes to the spread of COVID-19.
https://news.sky.com/story/covid-19-minister-suggests-other-crowded-venues-where-vaccine-passports-could-be-intro
duced-12361320

UK ‘pingdemic’ raises fears of food shortages

UK ‘pingdemic’ raises fears of food shortages
The United Kingdom’s supermarkets, wholesalers and hauliers are struggling to ensure stable food
and  fuel  supplies  after  an  official  health  app  told  hundreds  of  thousands  of  workers  to  isolate
themselves after contact with someone with COVID-19. On Thursday, newspapers carried front-page
pictures of empty shelves in supermarkets, while shoppers also took to social media to highlight
shortages of certain products in stores across the country.
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/7/22/uk-pingdemic-raises-fears-of-food-shortages

Greece extends mandatory regular testing for unvaccinated tourism staff

Greece extends mandatory regular testing for unvaccinated tourism staff
Greece said on Thursday all unvaccinated restaurant and tourism workers nationwide must undergo
regular  COVID-19 tests,  extending an obligation that  previously  applied only  on some popular
holiday islands as case numbers have continued to climb. After a disastrous year in 2020 where
global travel evaporated, Greece lifted most restrictions and has been hoping for at least a partial
revival of its crucial tourist industry over the summer.
https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/greece-extends-mandatory-regular-testing-unvaccinat
ed-tourism-staff-2021-07-22/

CDC guidance on masking unchanged as Delta variant sweeps U.S. - Walenksy

CDC guidance on masking unchanged as Delta variant sweeps U.S. - Walenksy
The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has not revised its masking guidance, even as
the Delta variant of the coronavirus sweeps the United States, driving up infections, CDC director
Rochelle Walensky said on Thursday. Walensky declined to say if the CDC is considering changing
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the guidance. The CDC in May relaxed its guidance so that fully vaccinated people do not need to
wear masks in most public spaces.
https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/cdc-guidance-masking-unchanged-delta-variant-swee
ps-us-walenksy-2021-07-22/

As Indonesia mulls easing lockdown, WHO urges tougher restrictions

As Indonesia mulls easing lockdown, WHO urges tougher restrictions
The World Health Organization (WHO) on Thursday urged Indonesia to implement a stricter and
wider lockdown to combat surging COVID-19 infections and deaths, just days after the country's
president  flagged  the  easing  of  restrictions.  Indonesia  has  become  one  of  the  epicentres  of  the
global  pandemic  in  recent  weeks,  with  positive  COVID-19  cases  leaping  fivefold  in  the  past  five
weeks. This week, daily deaths hit record highs over 1,400, among the highest tolls in the world.
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/indonesia-mulls-easing-lockdown-who-urges-tougher-restrictions-2021-07-
22/

Ireland to wait a few weeks before reopening economy further

Ireland to wait a few weeks before reopening economy further
Ireland will  wait a few weeks before considering easing COVID-19 restrictions beyond Monday's
planned resumption of indoor dining and drinking in restaurants and bars, Deputy Prime Minister Leo
Varadkar said on Thursday. Ireland has been gradually unwinding its third and longest lockdown and
earlier this month delayed plans to allow indoor service in pubs and restaurants for the first time this
year due to concerns about the COVID-19 Delta variant.
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/ireland-wait-few-weeks-before-reopening-economy-further-2021-07-22/

U.S. donates 3 million more COVID-19 vaccine doses to Vietnam

U.S. donates 3 million more COVID-19 vaccine doses to Vietnam
The U.S. government will send 3 million more doses of the Moderna Inc (MRNA.O) COVID-19 vaccine
to Vietnam on Thursday, bringing total donations to the Southeast Asian country to 5 million, a
White House official  said.  The next batch of shots is due to arrive in Vietnam this weekend as the
country battles its worst coronavirus outbreak of the pandemic.
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/us-donates-3-million-more-covid-19-vaccine-doses-vietnam-2021-07-22/

EU has shipped tiny percentage of planned COVID-19 shot donations - document

EU has shipped tiny percentage of planned COVID-19 shot donations - document
* EU has donated less than 4 mln COVID-19 vaccines so far - document * 160 mln shots to be shared
in total. * EU nations sharing almost exclusively AstraZeneca doses. * Doses shared so far were sent
mostly to former colonies. * EU says on track to donate 200 mln this year
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/update-1-eu-has-shipped-tiny-percentage-of-planned-covid-19-shot-donation
s-document/ar-AAMrfc7

Biden says children under 12 could be eligible for Covid vaccines within months

Biden says children under 12 could be eligible for Covid vaccines within months
Joe Biden has expressed optimism that young children would soon become eligible for Covid-19
inoculations,  while  urging unvaccinated Americans to take the “gigantically  important” step of
getting their shots as the virus surges across the US. Speaking at a televised town hall in Cincinnati
on Wednesday, hosted by CNN, Biden said that children under 12, who are currently ineligible for
the three coronavirus vaccines available in the US, could get shots by August or later in the fall.
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/jul/21/us-covid-vaccines-children-under-12-biden

Over 5 million receive first dose of coronavirus vaccine in Kazakhstan
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Over 5 million receive first dose of coronavirus vaccine in Kazakhstan
Some  5,009,408  were  vaccinated  against  coronavirus  infection  in  Kazakhstan  as  of  July  22.
2,992,214 of them received two doses, the Ministry of Health reported.
https://akipress.com/news:660810:Over_5_million_receive_first_dose_of_coronavirus_vaccine_in_Kazakhstan/

Report: China Considering Foreign Booster Shot to Improve Efficacy of Its Vaccines

Report: China Considering Foreign Booster Shot to Improve Efficacy of Its Vaccines
China is reportedly considering using a foreign vaccine as a booster shot for people who have been
fully inoculated with Chinese vaccines such as Sinovac and Sinopharm. According to Caixin,  a
respected  Chinese  financial  magazine,  drug  regulators  in  China  have  completed  an  expert  panel
review of the booster vaccine jointly developed by China's Shanghai Fosun Pharmaceutical (Fosun
Pharma) and German company BioNTech. The booster shot, Fosun-BioNTech COVID-19, is now in the
administrative review stage.
https://www.voanews.com/covid-19-pandemic/report-china-considering-foreign-booster-shot-improve-efficacy-its-vacc
ines

Merkel urges Germans to get vaccinated as coronavirus cases rise

Merkel urges Germans to get vaccinated as coronavirus cases rise
Chancellor Angela Merkel said on Thursday the rise in coronavirus cases in Germany was worrying
and she urged people to get vaccinated. "We all want our normality back," Merkel told reporters.
"The more we are vaccinated, the freer we will be."
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/merkel-urges-germans-get-vaccinated-coronavirus-cases-rise-2021-07-22/

Israelis to receive Moderna COVID vaccine beginning August

Israelis to receive Moderna COVID vaccine beginning August
Health funds will be able to place orders for the Moderna vaccine, which will then be made available
to Israelis over the age of 18. Starting July 28, health funds will be able to place orders for the
Moderna  vaccine,  which  will  then  be  made  available  to  eligible  Israelis  beginning  August  1,
according to a letter sent by the Health Ministry to the health funds. At that point, the Pfizer vaccine
will only be administered to those under the age of 18, for whom the Moderna vaccine is not yet
approved, and for people who are waiting on their second dose.
https://www.jpost.com/breaking-news/moderna-vaccine-to-be-given-to-israelis-over-the-age-of-18-674516

Thailand to join COVAX, acknowledging low vaccine supply

Thailand to join COVAX, acknowledging low vaccine supply
The head of Thailand’s National Vaccine Institute apologized Wednesday for the country’s slow and
inadequate rollout of coronavirus vaccines, promising it will join the U.N.-backed COVAX program to
receive supplies from its  pool  of  donated vaccines next  year.  Thailand is  battling a punishing
coronavirus surge that is pushing new cases and deaths to record highs nearly every day. There is
fear  that  the  numbers  will  get  much  worse  because  the  government  failed  to  secure  significant
vaccine  supplies  in  advance  of  the  onslaught.
https://apnews.com/article/business-health-coronavirus-pandemic-coronavirus-vaccine-thailand-e85abe045468cc0d5
0fe386d4562132d

Vaccine rollout stalls among under-30s as figures reveal it will take until October to get
all young adults the jab

Vaccine rollout stalls among under-30s as figures reveal it will take until October to get
all young adults the jab
Demand for the Covid-19 jab among young adults has plummeted by 80 per cent Just 18,100
under-25s a day have come forward to get first dose in the past week This is a dramatic fall since
programme was first opened to all adults last month Experts believe fall in demand shows Britain is
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‘getting close’ to limit of uptake
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-9812187/Vaccine-rollout-stalls-30s-figures-reveal.html?ito=social-twitter_dai
lymailUK

White House announces new COVID-19 funds

White House announces new COVID-19 funds
The Biden administration announced sweeping new funding aimed at beating back COVID-19 in
vulnerable communities, including congregate living settings, and infusing rural health clinics with
resources to help spread vaccination education. The US Department of Health and Human Services
(HHS) will invest more than $1.6 billion from the American Rescue Plan into testing materials for
homeless shelters, treatment and recovery facilities, domestic violence shelters, and federal, state
and local correctional facilities, the administration said today. Early detection of cases in these
communities can stem outbreaks.
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/news-perspective/2021/07/white-house-announces-new-covid-19-funds

Proven ways to boost Covid-19 vaccination: mandates plus nudges

Proven ways to boost Covid-19 vaccination: mandates plus nudges
The United States is approaching a plateau in vaccination rates at a perilous moment as the highly
transmissible  Delta  variant  has  become  the  dominant  strain.  It’s  time  to  get  serious  about
vaccination. If we have a checkerboard of communities across America without adequate uptake of
Covid-19 vaccines, we will never stem the pandemic. Evidence-based tools can make us all safer
and more secure by making vaccination the default  choice in Americans’  everyday lives — in
schools, businesses, and hospitals. Behavioral science research shows the power of nudges to make
the healthier and safer choice easier and the risky choice harder. Nudges also operate by showing
vaccine-hesitant individuals that their peers are getting the jab.
https://www.statnews.com/2021/07/22/proven-ways-to-boost-covid-19-vaccination-mandates-plus-nudges/

Public health officials have tools to beat back Covid again. Does anyone want to use
them?

Public  health  officials  have  tools  to  beat  back  Covid  again.  Does  anyone  want  to  use
them?
A  year  and  a  half  after  Covid  restrictions  were  first  implemented,  people  have  had  it  with  the
pandemic. Other than highly effective vaccines, which haven’t been accepted by enough people to
quash spread of the new SARS-CoV-2 variant, there are no new tools in the public health toolbox,
and  people  have  absolutely  no  interest  in  reusing  the  ones  that  it  does  contain.  Jeffrey  Duchin,
health officer for the Seattle and King County public health department, shares the frustration and
concern  of  others  in  his  field.  But  he  thinks  communities  will  take  steps  to  try  to  control  Covid  —
when they reach the point where they believe the threat to them is real.
https://www.statnews.com/2021/07/22/public-health-officials-have-tools-to-beat-back-covid-again-does-anyone-want-t
o-use-them/

YouTube pulls Jair Bolsonaro videos for Covid-19 misinformation

YouTube pulls Jair Bolsonaro videos for Covid-19 misinformation
YouTube  has  removed  videos  from  Brazilian  President  Jair  Bolsonaro’s  channel  for  spreading
misinformation  about  the  coronavirus  outbreak,  becoming  the  latest  tech  giant  to  pull  his
statements about the pandemic. YouTube said in a press release the decision was taken “after
careful review” and without consideration for Bolsonaro’s job or political ideology. The far-right
former army captain, who has overseen the world’s second deadliest outbreak, has won widespread
criticism for railing against lockdowns, touting unproven cures, sowing vaccine doubts and shunning
masks.
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Eric Clapton says he'll cancel shows at venues that require COVID-19 vaccines, claiming
it's discrimination

Eric Clapton says he'll cancel shows at venues that require COVID-19 vaccines, claiming
it's discrimination
Eric Clapton said via the Telegram that he won't perform at venues that require attendees to be
vaccinated  against  COVID-19.  He  said  he  didn't  want  to  perform in  front  of  a  "discriminated
audience." Clapton previously claimed he had "severe" reactions after receiving the AstraZeneca
vaccine.
https://www.yahoo.com/lifestyle/eric-clapton-says-hell-cancel-125813095.html

A spritz instead of a jab? Future COVID-19 vaccines may go up your nose.

A spritz instead of a jab? Future COVID-19 vaccines may go up your nose.
The  current  batch  of  COVID-19  vaccines  effectively  prevents  severe  disease  and  death  and  offers
substantial  protection  against  the  variants.  But  the  authorised  vaccines  are  not  100  percent
effective  at  blocking  all  infections.  To  address  this  deficit,  scientists  are  exploring  new  ways  of
delivering  vaccines  that  yield  stronger  and  more  durable  immunity  against  SARS-CoV-2.  One
promising approach might be to trade a jab in the arm for a spritz up the nose.
https://www.nationalgeographic.co.uk/science-and-technology/2021/07/a-spritz-instead-of-a-jab-future-covid-19-vacci
nes-may-go-up-your-nose

China rejects WHO plan for study of COVID-19 origin

China rejects WHO plan for study of COVID-19 origin
China rejected on Thursday a World Health Organization (WHO) plan for a second phase of an
investigation into the origin of the coronavirus, which includes the hypothesis it could have escaped
from a Chinese laboratory, a top health official said. The WHO this month proposed a second phase
of studies into the origins of the coronavirus in China, including audits of laboratories and markets in
the city of Wuhan, calling for transparency from authorities
https://www.reuters.com/world/china/china-will-not-follow-whos-suggested-plan-2nd-phase-covid-19-origins-study-20
21-07-22/

Biden says full FDA approval of a Covid-19 vaccine could come as early as the end of
August

Biden says full FDA approval of a Covid-19 vaccine could come as early as the end of
August
To date, more than 339 million doses of Covid-19 vaccine have been administered to give people
protection  from the  coronavirus;  several  studies  show that  the  three  vaccines  authorized  for
emergency use in the United States work and are safe; and the government continues to give them
out in schools and at ball fields, and yet, not one has been formally approved by the US Food and
Drug Administration. By all accounts, the approval process for the vaccines is moving faster than it
ever has before. However, the FDA has yet to disclose a timeline for when its work will be complete
and data is still being reviewed.
https://www.cnn.com/2021/07/22/health/covid-19-vaccine-approval-when/index.html

How worried should vaccinated people be of Covid-19 breakthrough infections?

How worried should vaccinated people be of Covid-19 breakthrough infections?
Coronavirus infections are on the rise again in the United States. CNN Medical Analyst Dr. Leana
Wen explains how the dominant Delta variant impacts those who have been vaccinated and what
precautions they should take.
https://edition.cnn.com/2021/07/22/health/breakthrough-covid-infections-wellness/index.html
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UK scientists back Covid boosters as study finds post-jab falls in antibodies

UK scientists back Covid boosters as study finds post-jab falls in antibodies
Scientists have backed proposals for Covid boosters in the autumn after blood tests on hundreds of
people revealed that protective antibodies can wane substantially within weeks of second vaccine
shots being given. Falls in antibodies after vaccination are expected and do not necessarily mean
people are more vulnerable to disease, but the researchers are concerned that if the declines persist
the  effectiveness  of  the  vaccines  may diminish.  The  UCL  Virus  Watch  study  found  that  antibodies
generated by two doses of the Oxford/AstraZeneca and Pfizer/BioNTech vaccines started to wane as
early as six weeks after the second shot, in some cases falling more than 50% over 10 weeks.
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/jul/22/uk-scientists-back-covid-boosters-as-study-finds-post-jab-falls-in-anti
bodies

Covid shots: why the vaccinated are still at risk from coronavirus

Covid shots: why the vaccinated are still at risk from coronavirus
Although vaccines provide a strong defense against severe illness caused by SARS-CoV-2, none fully
protects against the infection, meaning many vaccinated people are still at risk of catching the virus
and of transmitting it to other people. The more SARS-CoV-2 is circulating in a community, the
higher the chance of infection.
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-07-22/why-the-vaccinated-are-still-at-risk-from-coronavirus-quicktake

Chile approves emergency use of Sputnik-V coronavirus vaccine

Chile approves emergency use of Sputnik-V coronavirus vaccine
Chile's Institute of Public Health approved emergency use of the Russian Sputnik-V vaccine against
COVID-19,  joining  the  country's  already  massive  inoculation  program,  the  institute  said  in  a
statement. One of the institute's experts voted against the approval, and two abstained, asking for
more information about the efficacy of the formula developed by Russia's Gamaleya Institute. Five
members of the committee convened by the institute voted for approval.
https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/chile-approves-emergency-use-sputnik-v-coronavirus-vaccine-2021-07-21/

Pfizer Vaccine Is 88% Effective Against Delta COVID Variant, U.K. Study Finds

Pfizer Vaccine Is 88% Effective Against Delta COVID Variant, U.K. Study Finds
Two  doses  of  Pfizer  or  AstraZeneca's  COVID-19  vaccine  are  nearly  as  effective  against  the  highly
transmissible delta coronavirus variant as they are against the previously dominant alpha variant, a
study published on Wednesday showed. Officials say vaccines are highly effective against the delta
variant, now the dominant variant worldwide, though the study reiterated that one shot of the
vaccines is not enough for high protection.
https://www.haaretz.com/world-news/europe/pfizer-vaccine-is-88-effective-against-delta-covid-variant-u-k-study-finds
-1.10018272?utm_source=dlvr.it&utm_medium=twitter

Two Pfizer, AstraZeneca doses work against Delta variant: study

Two Pfizer, AstraZeneca doses work against Delta variant: study
Two  doses  of  Pfizer  or  AstraZeneca’s  COVID-19  vaccine  are  nearly  as  effective  against  the  highly
transmissible Delta coronavirus variant as they are against the previously dominant Alpha variant,
according to a new study. Research published in the New England Journal of Medicine on Wednesday
showed  the  vaccines  were  highly  effective  against  the  Delta  variant,  now  the  dominant  strain
worldwide,  provided  a  person  had  received  two  shots.
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/7/22/two-pfizer-astrazeneca-doses-work-against-delta-variant-study

Study: 2 COVID vaccine doses much more effective than 1 against Delta

Study: 2 COVID vaccine doses much more effective than 1 against Delta
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COVID-19  vaccine  effectiveness  for  one  dose  of  the  Pfizer/BioNTech  or  the  AstraZeneca/Oxford
vaccine against the Delta variant (B1617.2) was much lower compared with one-dose effectiveness
against the Alpha variant (B117), according to a UK study yesterday in the New England Journal of
Medicine. Two doses, however, narrowed the gap. People are generally considered fully vaccinated
with the Pfizer and the AstraZeneca vaccines 14 and 15 days after  the second dose,  respectively.
The  Public  Health  England-led  research  team said  that  their  observational,  case-control  study
underscores the urgency of increasing uptake of two doses of a COVID-19 vaccine among vulnerable
populations.
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/news-perspective/2021/07/study-2-covid-vaccine-doses-much-more-effective-1-against-
delta

J&J’s COVID-19 shot scores safety backing from CDC experts but booster need left for
FDA

J&J’s COVID-19 shot scores safety backing from CDC experts but booster need left for
FDA
Johnson & Johnson’s COVID-19 vaccine presents greater benefits than it does safety risks, especially
amid the quickly spreading Delta variant, a key CDC expert panel decided. However, the panel said
that a ruling over the need for a booster added to all COVID shots will have to start with the FDA.
The CDC’s Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) decision on Thursday came after
an hours-long discussion over a handful of Guillain-Barré syndrome (GBS) cases reported after J&J’s
jab. The independent group of experts were also tasked with reviewing the need for booster shots,
specifically  for  people  with  compromised  immune  systems.  Just  last  week,  the  CDC  updated  J&J’s
label again to warn of “an increased risk” for GBS, although the agency has maintained that a
definitive link hasn’t been established.
https://www.fiercepharma.com/pharma/j-j-s-covid-19-shot-scores-safety-backing-from-cdc-experts-but-need-for-boost
ers-left

Australian PM apologises for COVID-19 vaccine delays as cases spike

Australian PM apologises for COVID-19 vaccine delays as cases spike
NSW reports 124 new cases, from 110 a day earlier. Victoria reports 26 cases, up from 22. More
than half Australia's 25 mln population under lockdown
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/australias-victoria-reports-rise-local-covid-19-cases-amid-lockdown-2021-0
7-21/

Covid-19 hospital admissions in England highest since end of February

Covid-19 hospital admissions in England highest since end of February
The number of hospital admissions in England of people with Covid-19 has climbed to its highest
level for nearly five months. A total of 752 admissions were reported on July 19, NHS England figures
show. This is up 21 per cent on the previous week, and is the highest daily number since February
25, according to analysis by the PA news agency. The total includes 197 admissions in north-east
England and Yorkshire: up 40 per cent week-on-week and the highest daily number for this part of
England since February 18. North-west England recorded 141 admissions on July 19: up 44 per cent
week-on-week and the highest since February 23.
https://www.standard.co.uk/news/uk/covid-hospital-admissions-england-highest-since-february-b947023.html

Nevada becomes latest Covid-19 hotspot, as hospitalizations rise and vaccination rates
plateau

Nevada becomes latest Covid-19 hotspot, as hospitalizations rise and vaccination rates
plateau
At Robert Taylor's Las Vegas barbershop, the buzzing sounds of clippers and friendly banter are a
welcome return to normalcy after a small  Covid-19 outbreak among his staff. Three of his barbers
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were out sick with Covid-19 in the last month. Two have been able to return to work, while the third
is still awaiting clearance. But the outbreak served as a wake-up call for Taylor and the tight-knit
community he's formed at Fade 'Em All Barbershops.
https://www.cnn.com/2021/07/22/us/nevada-covid-19-hotspot/index.html

Toyota halts factories in Thailand as COVID hits supply chain

Toyota halts factories in Thailand as COVID hits supply chain
Japanese auto group Toyota Motor has halted operations at its three factories in Thailand as the
country's delta-variant COVID epidemic disrupts the supply of key automobile parts. The closures
underline how the pandemic is still putting the automobile supply chain under strain. The stoppage
started from Wednesday (July 21) and will last at least until July 28, Nikkei has learned. Toyota said it
will "assess the situation and decide" whether to resume operations from July 29.
https://asia.nikkei.com/Business/Automobiles/Toyota-halts-factories-in-Thailand-as-COVID-hits-supply-chain

Mayo Clinic expert warns delta variant will infect everyone who is not immune

Mayo Clinic expert warns delta variant will infect everyone who is not immune
Poland said the U.S. will undoubtedly see another surge. He told CBS 4 Minnesota he’s seeing cases
of severe disease and hospitalization among younger people. “This virus will find everybody who is
not immune,” he added.
https://thehill.com/changing-america/well-being/564214-mayo-clinic-expert-warns-delta-variant-will-infect-everyone-
who

Tokyo new virus cases near 2,000 a day before Olympics open

Tokyo new virus cases near 2,000 a day before Olympics open
Tokyo hit another six-month high in new COVID-19 cases on Thursday, one day before the Olympics
begin, as worries grow of a worsening of infections during the Games. Thursday’s 1,979 new cases
are the highest  since 2,044 were recorded on Jan.  15.  Prime Minister  Yoshihide Suga,  who is
determined to hold the Olympics, placed Tokyo under a state of emergency on July 12, but daily
cases have sharply increased since then.
https://apnews.com/article/2020-tokyo-olympics-sports-health-tokyo-coronavirus-pandemic-1f325200eb530168a9acc
7bd5fab29a1

Delta-driven COVID-19 surges worsen in parts of Asia

Delta-driven COVID-19 surges worsen in parts of Asia
A number of Asian countries, especially in the southeast, reported more daily highs for COVID-19
cases, as global health officials continue their push for more equitable vaccine distribution to beat
back the pandemic. Indonesia, currently the region's worst hot spot, continues to report about
50,000 new cases a day, and it reported a record number of deaths, with 1,449 more fatalities
reported. Elsewhere in Asia, Thailand reported a new record high for cases, with 13,665 more
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/news-perspective/2021/07/delta-driven-covid-19-surges-worsen-parts-asia
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