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One Minute Overview

‘It’s scary’: record Covid absences cause concern in England’s schools - Last week more
than 100,000 children were absent from school in England with confirmed or suspected Covid
infections, the highest number during the pandemic, according to the Department for Education. Five
parents and teachers in England share their experiences since the start of the new school year, including how they,
their families and their pupils have been affected.

COVID-19 creates dire US shortage of teachers, school staff - One desperate California school
district is sending flyers home in students’ lunchboxes, telling parents it’s “now hiring.” Elsewhere,
principals are filling in as crossing guards, teachers are being offered signing bonuses and schools
are moving back to online learning. Now that schools have welcomed students back to classrooms, they face a
new challenge: a shortage of teachers and staff the likes of which some districts say they have never seen. Public
schools have struggled for years with teacher shortages, particularly in math, science, special
education and languages. But the coronavirus pandemic has exacerbated the problem. The stress of
teaching in the COVID-19 era has triggered a spike in retirements and resignations.

Pressure Grows on U.S. Companies to Share Covid Vaccine Technology - Moderna accepted
$2.5 billion in taxpayer money to develop its Covid-19 vaccine. But officials in the U.S. and overseas are
having trouble persuading the company to license its technology. The discussions with Moderna have not
been fruitful, said the official, who expressed deep frustration with the company but requested
anonymity to discuss sensitive information.

FDA backs Pfizer COVID-19 boosters for seniors, high-risk - The U.S. moved a step closer
Wednesday to offering booster doses of Pfizer’s COVID-19 vaccine to senior citizens and others at
high risk from the virus as the Food and Drug Administration signed off on the targeted use of the
extra shots.
The FDA authorized booster doses for Americans who are 65 and older, younger people with underlying health
conditions and those in jobs that put them at high-risk for COVID-19. The ruling represents a drastically scaled
back version of the Biden administration’s sweeping plan to give third doses to nearly all American
adults to shore up their protection amid the spread of the highly contagious delta variant.

'Soul-crushing': US COVID-19 deaths are topping 1900 a day - COVID-19 deaths in the U.S.
have climbed to an average of more than 1,900 a day for the first time since early March, with
experts saying the virus is preying largely on a distinct group: 71 million unvaccinated Americans.
The increasingly lethal turn has filled hospitals, complicated the start of the school year, delayed the return to offices
and demoralized health care workers. “It is devastating,” said Dr. Dena Hubbard, a pediatrician in the
Kansas City, Missouri, area who has cared for babies delivered prematurely by cesarean section in a
last-ditch effort to save their mothers, some of whom died. For health workers, the deaths,
combined with misinformation and disbelief about the virus, have been “heart-wrenching, soul-
crushing.”

U.N. Climate Summit Attendees Push U.K. for Vaccines - Known as COP26, the climate summit
will be one of the largest in-person international gatherings since the start of the pandemic. The
British government says it’s on track to provide promised shots for attendees.
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Panama to give immunocompromised people third COVID-19 vaccine shot -  Panama will
offer a third COVID-19 vaccine dose to moderate and severely immunocompromised people starting
this week, Health Minister Luis Sucre said. The decision follows similar moves by other Latin
American countries such as Ecuador and Chile, which are already giving a booster vaccine dose to
people at risk, for instance those with immunodeficiencies or the elderly. Among those eligible to get an
extra shot during the first phase of the Panamanian plan are people undergoing cancer treatment and transplants,
as well as those who received stem cells in the last two years or suffer from an advanced or
untreated HIV infection.

U.K. Faces Backlash Over Selective Vaccine Policy at Border  - The U.K. government is facing
a rising backlash over its refusal to recognize visitors as vaccinated unless they received their shots
in a handful of select countries. Under travel rules unveiled last week, fully dosed arrivals from nations
such as the U.S., Israel and Australia will be allowed to enter England without quarantine starting Oct. 4. But
vaccinated people from vast swathes of the world still face tougher restrictions, including a 10-day
home isolation period. The measure applies even if the visitor has had a vaccine approved and used
in the U.K., such as the Pfizer Inc.-BioNTech SE version or the shot produced by AstraZeneca Plc and
Oxford University. It doesn’t matter whether the country is on the “red list” of those facing
additional restrictions on entry or not

Biden doubles US global donation of COVID-19 vaccine shots - President Joe Biden
announced Wednesday that the United States is doubling its purchase of Pfizer’s COVID-19 shots to
share with the world to 1 billion doses as he embraces the goal of vaccinating 70% of the global
population within the next year. The stepped-up U.S. commitment marks the cornerstone of the global
vaccination summit Biden convened virtually on the sidelines of the U.N. General Assembly, where he encouraged
well-off nations to do more to get the coronavirus under control. World leaders, aid groups and global health
organizations are growing increasingly vocal about the slow pace of global vaccinations and the
inequity of access to shots between residents of wealthier and poorer nations.

Pfizer Study of Covid-19 Vaccine in Pregnant Women Delayed by Slow Enrollment -
Changing guidelines and the possibility of being given a placebo made the trial unappealing to some
expectant mothers. Pfizer closed enrollment at many U.S. sites this summer, after fewer than expected numbers
of subjects entered the study, researchers say. The slow enrollment was driven by revised guidelines from
government and physician groups that recommend pregnant women receive the shots based on
new real-world research, according to trial-site researchers. They also say increased vaccine supply
made a trial that included the possibility of being given a placebo instead of a vaccine unappealing
to expectant mothers and raised questions about the ethics of seeking volunteers.

Covid-19: India health workers' families fight for compensation - In March 2020, India's
federal government promised 5m rupees ($68,000; £50,000) to the family of every health worker
who died fighting Covid. But a BBC investigation, based in part on Right to Information requests, shows that a
lack of data, bureaucratic hurdles and a discriminatory policy have left many of these families traumatised. The BBC
spoke to several families who said they felt let down by a government that had promised to stand by
them. Only a handful of them agreed to be interviewed. Others feared that speaking out could hurt
their chances of being compensated. The government did not respond to our questions.

COVID-19 sends northern Chinese city into semi-shutdown - China's northeastern city of
Harbin, population 10 million, went into semi-shutdown after reporting new locally transmitted
COVID-19 cases for the first time since early February. Three of 16 new local cases reported in China for
Sept. 21 were in Harbin, the provincial capital of Heilongjiang, the National Health Commission (NHC) said on
Wednesday. The last reported locally transmitted cases in the city were on Feb. 4.
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Ravaged by war, Syrian rebel area struggles with virus surge - Coronavirus cases are
surging to the worst levels of the pandemic in a rebel stronghold in Syria — a particularly
devastating development in a region where scores of hospitals have been bombed and that doctors
and nurses have fled in droves during a decade of war. The total number of cases seen in Idlib province —
an overcrowded enclave with a population of 4 million, many of them internally displaced — has more than doubled
since the beginning of August to more than 61,000. In recent weeks, daily new infections have repeatedly
shot past 1,500, and authorities reported 34 deaths on Sunday alone — figures that are still believed
to be undercounts because many infected people don’t report to authorities.

Lockdown Exit

'Soul-crushing': US COVID-19 deaths are topping 1900 a day
COVID-19 deaths in the U.S. have climbed to an average of more than 1,900 a day for the first time
since early March, with experts saying the virus is preying largely on a distinct group: 71 million
unvaccinated  Americans.  The  increasingly  lethal  turn  has  filled  hospitals,  complicated  the  start  of
the  school  year,  delayed  the  return  to  offices  and  demoralized  health  care  workers.  “It  is
devastating,” said Dr. Dena Hubbard, a pediatrician in the Kansas City, Missouri, area who has cared
for  babies  delivered  prematurely  by  cesarean  section  in  a  last-ditch  effort  to  save  their  mothers,
some of whom died. For health workers, the deaths, combined with misinformation and disbelief
about the virus, have been “heart-wrenching, soul-crushing.”
https://apnews.com/c4d03a53de4036158fabb0125c4f7b02

COVID-19 creates dire US shortage of teachers, school staff
One  desperate  California  school  district  is  sending  flyers  home  in  students’  lunchboxes,  telling
parents it’s “now hiring.” Elsewhere, principals are filling in as crossing guards, teachers are being
offered  signing  bonuses  and  schools  are  moving  back  to  online  learning.  Now  that  schools  have
welcomed students back to classrooms, they face a new challenge: a shortage of teachers and staff
the likes of which some districts say they have never seen. Public schools have struggled for years
with teacher shortages, particularly in math, science, special education and languages. But the
coronavirus pandemic has exacerbated the problem. The stress of teaching in the COVID-19 era has
triggered a spike in retirements and resignations.
https://apnews.com/b6c495eab9a2a8f1a3ca068582c9d3c7

U.N. Climate Summit Attendees Push U.K. for Vaccines
Known as COP26, the climate summit will be one of the largest in-person international gatherings
since the start of the pandemic. The British government says it’s on track to provide promised shots
for attendees,
https://www.wsj.com/articles/glasgow-climate-summit-attendees-push-u-k-for-vaccines-11632308669

United says more than 97% of U.S. employees are vaccinated
United Airlines said more than 97% of its U.S. employees have been vaccinated ahead of the
company's  Sept.  27  deadline  for  staff  vaccination.  The  airline  has  taken  a  tough  stance  on
employees  who  decline  to  get  vaccinated  and  became  the  first  U.S.  carrier  in  early  August  to
announce  it  would  mandate  vaccines  for  employees.
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/united-says-more-than-97-us-employees-are-vaccinated-2021-09-22/

Under pressure, U.S. donates half billion more COVID-19 vaccine doses to world
The United States promised to buy 500 million more COVID-19 vaccine doses to donate to other
countries as it comes under increasing pressure to share its supply with the rest of the world.
President Joe Biden made the announcement during a virtual summit aimed at boosting global
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vaccination rates against  the coronavirus and rallying world leaders to do more.  "To beat the
pandemic  here  we  need  to  beat  it  everywhere,"  Biden  said  as  he  kicked  off  the  summit,  which
included  leaders  from  Britain,  Canada,  Indonesia  and  South  Africa  as  well  as  World  Health
Organization head Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus.
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/biden-pledges-new-vaccine-donations-bid-rally-global-pandemic-fight-2021-09-22/

Global coronavirus vaccine inequity is 'an obscenity', UN chief says
United Nations Secretary-General Antonio Guterres has reprimanded the world for the inequitable
distribution of COVID-19 vaccines, describing it as an "obscenity" and giving the globe an "F in
ethics". Addressing the annual UN gathering of world leaders in New York, Mr Guterres said images
from some parts of the world of expired and unused vaccines in rubbish told "the tale of our times" -
with the majority of the wealthier world immunised while more than 90 per cent of Africa has not
even received one dose. "This is a moral indictment of the state of our world. It is an obscenity. We
passed the science test.  But we are getting an F in ethics," Mr Guterres told the UN General
Assembly.
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/global-coronavirus-vaccine-inequity-is-an-obscenity-un-chief-says/534485b8-dbe7-4e2
5-9627-2d2d73b1970c

UK to send 1m Pfizer vaccine doses to South Korea in swap deal
One million doses of  the Pfizer  coronavirus vaccine are being sent  from the UK to South Korea as
part of a swap deal. South Korea will return the same “overall volume of doses” before the end of
the year, the Department of Health and Social Care (DHSC) said. The initiative will help South Korea
hit its target of administering a second dose to 70% of its population by the end of October, the
DHSC said. The first batch of doses is due to be shipped within weeks.
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/sep/22/uk-to-send-1m-pfizer-vaccine-doses-to-south-korea-in-swap-deal

IMF calls for coordinated action, accountability in COVID-19 battle
The chief economist of the International Monetary Fund called for coordinated action and greater
accountability to ensure that the world meets a target of vaccinating 40% of people in every country
against COVID-19 by the end of 2021. India's decision this week to resume vaccine exports was "a
very important part of the solution," but major economies also had to ratchet up vaccine deliveries
to honor their pledges, Gita Gopinath told Reuters in an interview. The pandemic has killed nearly 5
million people across the world, and the IMF has warned that highly unequal health prospects - with
just 2% of people in low-income countries vaccinated to date - poses "severe risks".
https://www.reuters.com/world/imf-calls-coordinated-action-accountability-covid-19-battle-2021-09-21/

Argentina talks up 'last stage' of pandemic as controls loosened
Argentina unveiled plans to ease coronavirus pandemic restrictions, including loosening strict border
controls, allowing more commercial activities and getting rid of the mandatory wearing of face
masks outdoors. Health Minister Carla Vizzotti said the easing of rules would allow more economic,
industrial and commercial activities in closed places, while borders would gradually reopen from this
month, with all tourists allowed back in from November. "We are in a very positive moment, we
know that  the  pandemic  has  not  ended,  we have  to  maintain  care,"  Vizzotti  said  in  a  news
conference in Buenos Aires. "We are moving toward the full recovery of activities."
https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/argentina-loosens-covid-19-restrictions-will-ease-open-borders-2021-09-21/

Pressure Grows on U.S. Companies to Share Covid Vaccine Technology
Moderna accepted $2.5 billion in taxpayer money to develop its Covid-19 vaccine. But officials in the
U.S.  and overseas  are  having  trouble  persuading  the  company to  license  its  technology.  The
discussions  with  Moderna  have  not  been  fruitful,  said  the  official,  who  expressed  deep  frustration
with the company but requested anonymity to discuss sensitive information.
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/09/22/us/politics/covid-vaccine-moderna-global.html?action=click&module=Well&pgt
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‘It’s scary’: record Covid absences cause concern in England’s schools
Last  week  more  than  100,000  children  were  absent  from  school  in  England  with  confirmed  or
suspected Covid infections, the highest number during the pandemic, according to the Department
for Education. Five parents and teachers in England share their experiences since the start of the
new school year, including how they, their families and their pupils have been affected.
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/sep/22/its-scary-record-covid-absences-cause-concern-in-englands-schools

FDA backs Pfizer COVID-19 boosters for seniors, high-risk
The U.S. moved a step closer Wednesday to offering booster doses of Pfizer’s COVID-19 vaccine to
senior citizens and others at high risk from the virus as the Food and Drug Administration signed off
on the targeted use of the extra shots. The FDA authorized booster doses for Americans who are 65
and older, younger people with underlying health conditions and those in jobs that put them at high-
risk  for  COVID-19.  The  ruling  represents  a  drastically  scaled  back  version  of  the  Biden
administration’s sweeping plan to give third doses to nearly all American adults to shore up their
protection amid the spread of the highly contagious delta variant.
https://apnews.com/article/science-health-coronavirus-pandemic-coronavirus-vaccine-203d8c288858e815175880753
cbc9b8f

Ravaged by war, Syrian rebel area struggles with virus surge
Coronavirus cases are surging to the worst levels of the pandemic in a rebel stronghold in Syria — a
particularly devastating development in a region where scores of hospitals have been bombed and
that doctors and nurses have fled in droves during a decade of war. The total number of cases seen
in Idlib province — an overcrowded enclave with a population of 4 million, many of them internally
displaced — has more than doubled since the beginning of August to more than 61,000. In recent
weeks, daily new infections have repeatedly shot past 1,500, and authorities reported 34 deaths on
Sunday  alone  —  figures  that  are  still  believed  to  be  undercounts  because  many  infected  people
don’t report to authorities.
https://apnews.com/ad34b7302c38d84a493410cc6dec076e

Amnesty blames top COVID jab makers for vaccine inequality
Six top manufacturers of the COVID-19 vaccine “are fuelling an unprecedented human rights crisis
through their refusal to waive intellectual property rights and share vaccine technology”, Amnesty
International said in a report. In the report titled “A Double Dose of Inequality”, the rights group
denounced AstraZeneca, BioNTech, Johnson & Johnson, Moderna, Novavax and Pfizer for “wheeling
and dealing in favour of wealthy states”. “Vaccinating the world is our only pathway out of this
crisis,” said Agnes Callamard, Amnesty International’s secretary general. “It should be time to hail
these companies, who created vaccines so quickly, as heroes. But instead, to their shame and our
collective grief, Big Pharma’s intentional blocking of knowledge transfer and their  wheeling and
dealing in  favour  of  wealthy states has brewed an utterly  predictable and utterly  devastating
vaccine scarcity for so many others.”
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/9/22/amnesty-covid-vaccine-makers-inequality

Exit Strategies

Supplier Contracts Get Revamped After Covid-19 Disruptions
Pandemic-driven strains in supply chains are triggering changes in contract terms between suppliers
and their manufacturing and retail customers as companies try to address the risks and added costs
brought on by persistent delays and disruptions. Procurement experts say that when drafting new
contracts and renewing existing ones, companies increasingly are seeking to add provisions that
cover  the  impact  of  pandemics  or  epidemics  and  accelerating  inflation.  The  moves  come  as
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commodity  costs  and  shipping  prices  have  soared  far  faster  during  the  past  two  years  than
considered in traditional contract terms. A fourfold increase in container shipping rates has made
ocean freight for some shippers more expensive than the products they are shipping.
https://www.wsj.com/articles/supplier-contracts-get-revamped-after-covid-19-disruptions-11632342257

Why the NFL Wants Its Personnel to Get Covid Tests—Even When They’re Vaccinated
Tennessee Titans coach Mike Vrabel woke up one August morning feeling mostly fine, but just a little
bit off. His throat was sore, and his ear ached. It could have easily been explained by a long summer
day at training camp barking at players. Yet when Vrabel arrived at the team facility that morning,
he asked for a coronavirus test. Vrabel, who is vaccinated against Covid-19, waited in his car until
the result came back. It was positive. So was a follow-up test. And so instead of possibly exposing
colleagues and players, he was placed into isolation. It was a model response for an organization like
the NFL—or for anybody trying to conduct business as usual—in the age of vaccines. As mass
mandatory testing recedes as a containment strategy, monitoring symptoms and voluntary testing
is now a front line of defense.
https://www.wsj.com/articles/covid-symptoms-vaccinated-nfl-11632029477

U.K. Faces Backlash Over Selective Vaccine Policy at Border
The U.K. government is facing a rising backlash over its refusal to recognize visitors as vaccinated
unless they received their shots in a handful of select countries. Under travel rules unveiled last
week, fully dosed arrivals from nations such as the U.S., Israel and Australia will be allowed to enter
England without quarantine starting Oct. 4. But vaccinated people from vast swathes of the world
still face tougher restrictions, including a 10-day home isolation period. The measure applies even if
the  visitor  has  had  a  vaccine  approved  and  used  in  the  U.K.,  such  as  the  Pfizer  Inc.-BioNTech  SE
version or the shot produced by AstraZeneca Plc and Oxford University. It doesn’t matter whether
the country is on the “red list” of those facing additional restrictions on entry or not
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-09-22/u-k-faces-backlash-over-selective-vaccine-policy-at-border

COVID-19: Should countries send vaccines abroad instead of giving booster jabs?
As the UK starts rolling out booster jabs,  health experts have raised concerns about diverting
resources from developing countries with much lower vaccination rates. Sky News analysis has
found two-thirds of countries have vaccinated less than 40% of their population - the target that
WHO set for the end of 2021. The UK is one of a number of developed countries rolling out a third
dose to over-50s and vulnerable groups from this week in order to bolster protection against the
virus. But the WHO's director general has called for the suspension of boosters until the "critical
milestone" of 40% vaccine coverage has been reached across all countries.
https://news.sky.com/story/covid-19-should-countries-send-vaccines-abroad-instead-of-giving-booster-jabs-12410239

‘Don’t get vaccinated’: Fake funeral home used to promote coronavirus shot
An ad truck appearing to spread anti-vax messaging caused a stir  among US football  fans in
Charlotte, North Carolina, over the weekend. The vehicle, which had a funeral home’s name and
website at the bottom of its giant advert, was emblazoned with a plain black board and a slogan
which read: “Don't get vaccinated”. As it happens, though, the advert contains a hidden message.
There is no “Wilmore Funeral Home”, which the ad claims to represent, and going to its website
takes visitors to a landing page instructing them to do the opposite of what it says. “Get vaccinated
now” appears on the site, along with a message that says, “If not, see you soon”. The ad agency,
BooneOakley, said it was time to get creative and tackle America’s waning Covid-19 vaccine take-up
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/funeral-home-truck-ad-unvaccinated-b1924652.html

Unvaccinated should get priority for an effective early covid-19 treatment, some officials
say
Faced with a new federal push to conserve a highly effective covid-19 treatment, some officials are
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urging  health-care  providers  to  put  the  unvaccinated  first.  Demand  for  once-obscure  monoclonal
antibodies has skyrocketed as federal authorities and particularly Republicans such as Florida Gov.
Ron DeSantis promote the treatment’s success at preventing mild or moderate covid-19 cases from
escalating to hospitalization. The Biden administration moved last week to take over distribution of
the therapy, drawing an outcry in Southern states that have used the treatments heavily and will
probably have to cut back. The recommendation to prioritize the unvaccinated — who are far more
likely to be hospitalized — comes after intense backlash to the idea of penalizing the unvaccinated
while rationing hospital care.
https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2021/09/21/covid-delta-variant-live-updates/

UAE eases COVID-19 face mask rules as Expo nears
The United Arab Emirates has cut the number of places where face masks must be worn as it gears
up to open the Expo 2020 world fair next month and as official COVID-19 case numbers fall. The UAE
had  required  masks  in  all  public  places  and  among  members  of  different  households  in  private
vehicles. While adhering to a two-metre distancing rule, masks can now be removed when doing
exercise in public places, on beaches and at poolsides, in hair salons and in medical centres when
being treated. The change follows a steady decrease in reported daily cases since early July, the
National Emergency Crisis and Disaster Management Authority said
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/uae-eases-covid-19-face-mask-rules-expo-nears-2021-09-22/

Panama to give immunocompromised people third COVID-19 vaccine shot
Panama  will  offer  a  third  COVID-19  vaccine  dose  to  moderate  and  severely  immunocompromised
people starting this week, Health Minister Luis Sucre said. The decision follows similar moves by
other Latin American countries such as Ecuador and Chile,  which are already giving a booster
vaccine  dose  to  people  at  risk,  for  instance  those  with  immunodeficiencies  or  the  elderly.  Among
those  eligible  to  get  an  extra  shot  during  the  first  phase  of  the  Panamanian  plan  are  people
undergoing cancer treatment and transplants, as well as those who received stem cells in the last
two years or suffer from an advanced or untreated HIV infection.
https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/panama-give-immunocompromised-people-third-covid-19-vaccine-shot-202
1-09-22/

U.S. parents weigh risks, benefits as COVID-19 vaccine for kids nears approval
Monday's  announcement  from  Pfizer  and  BioNTech  that  a  low  dose  of  their  coronavirus  vaccine
proved safe and effective for  children ages 5 to 11 in a clinical  trial  has come as a relief  to many
parents anxiously awaiting the chance to protect their children. The highly contagious Delta variant
of the virus has collided with the start of the U.S. academic year, sending infections among young
children soaring - including many cases requiring hospitalization - and forcing thousands of schools
to shut for days or even weeks. The companies said they plan to file for regulatory authorization as
soon as possible for a 10-microgram dose for children ages 5 to 11 after it led to a strong immune
response in a 2,268-participant trial.
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/us-parents-weigh-risks-benefits-covid-19-vaccine-kids-nears-approval-2021-09-22/

Iran eyes normalisation as COVID vaccination drive accelerates
The  rollouts  of  Iran’s  vaccination  campaign  against  COVID-19  has  gathered  significant  pace,  after
months of public anger about slow imports, raising hopes of a relative return to normal life in the
Middle East’s worst-hit country. More than 30 million jabs alone were imported during the sixth
month of the Iranian calendar which ends on Wednesday – higher than all doses imported since the
start of February combined. Another 13.4 million doses were imported in the previous Iranian month,
in the middle of which President Ebrahim Raisi took office.
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/9/22/iran-eyes-normalisation-as-covid-vaccination-drive-accelerates

Biden doubles US global donation of COVID-19 vaccine shots
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President Joe Biden announced Wednesday that the United States is doubling its purchase of Pfizer’s
COVID-19 shots to share with the world to 1 billion doses as he embraces the goal of vaccinating
70% of the global population within the next year. The stepped-up U.S. commitment marks the
cornerstone of the global vaccination summit Biden convened virtually on the sidelines of the U.N.
General  Assembly,  where he encouraged well-off nations to do more to get  the coronavirus under
control. World leaders, aid groups and global health organizations are growing increasingly vocal
about the slow pace of global vaccinations and the inequity of access to shots between residents of
wealthier and poorer nations.
https://apnews.com/article/united-nations-general-assembly-joe-biden-pandemics-business-united-nations-e7c09c1f8
96d83c0ed80513082787bd3

Partisan Exits

NYC's Vaccine Mandate for Teachers Is Cleared by State Judge
New York City’s requirement for teachers to be vaccinated was cleared by a state judge following a
legal challenge from labor unions. New York State Supreme Court Justice Laurence L. Love removed
a temporary restraining order he had imposed to stop the vaccine mandate from being enforced
while the case is being litigated. Love dismissed the unions’ argument that the mandate violates the
due  process  rights  of  teachers  and  staff,  saying  state  and  federal  courts  have  “consistently  held”
that a mandatory vaccine requirement doesn’t impede such rights and is within the government’s
power.
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-09-22/nyc-s-vaccine-mandate-for-teachers-is-cleared-by-judge

A North Carolina-based health care system has suspended hundreds of employees for not
getting a Covid-19 vaccine
A North Carolina-based health care provider announced Tuesday it has suspended hundreds of
employees for not meeting the company's Covid-19 vaccine requirements.
https://edition.cnn.com/2021/09/21/us/novant-health-covid-vaccine-suspensions/index.html

Brazil’s President turns down Boris Johnson’s request to get Covid vaccine in awkward
exchange
Boris Johnson told Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro to “get the vaccine” when the pair met for a
bilateral meeting in New York on Monday. The two leaders, who were joined by Foreign Secretary Liz
Truss, sat side-by-side as the UK Prime Minister described the AstraZeneca jab as a “great vaccine”.
Mr Johnson then appeared to encourage the far-right South American leader, who is a known vaccine
sceptic, to get jabbed.
https://inews.co.uk/news/world/jair-bolsanaro-brazil-president-boris-johnson-covid-vaccine-request-video-1209805

California woman who said she was ‘unmasked, unmuzzled, unvaccinated, unafraid’ has
died of Covid-19, aged 40
A vocally anti-mask, anti-vaccine woman in California has died of Covid-19. Kristen Lowery, 40, was
the mother of four school-age children in Escalon, California. In her Facebook posts, she proclaimed
herself a “free thinker” who was “unmasked, unmuzzled, unvaccinated, unafraid”. In one photo, she
held up a protest sign reading “Give a voice to the vaccine injured”. In September, her sister wrote
that Ms Lowery had been hospitalised with the coronavirus.
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/california-mother-unvaccinated-dies-covid-b1924322.html

Melbourne police arrest 200 at COVID-19 lockdown protests
Police in Australia's second largest city of Melbourne arrested more than 200 people after projectiles
thrown  by  protesters  injured  two  officers  on  Wednesday,  the  third  consecutive  day  of
demonstrations against COVID-19 curbs. Golf balls, batteries and bottles were among the items
thrown at police during the protests held in defiance of stay-at home orders after a two-week closure
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of building sites to rein in infections, which rose again in the state of Victoria.
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/locked-down-melbourne-braces-more-protests-covid-19-cases-rise-2021-0
9-22/

German cashier shooting linked to Covid-19 conspiracies
A man suspected of shooting dead a cashier at a German petrol station has been linked to Covid-19
conspiracy theorists and the far right. The 20-year-old student employee was shot after a row over
face  masks,  in  what  is  thought  to  be  the  first  killing  linked  to  German  Covid  rules.  Researchers
believe the suspect, named only as Mario N, was a far-right supporter and Covid-denier. Chancellor
Angela Merkel has condemned the "heinous" killing. Prosecutors said the killer had initially tried to
buy beer at the petrol station in the western town of Idar-Oberstein on Saturday, but left after the
cashier refused to serve him as he was without a mask.
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-58635103

Continued Lockdown

New Zealand says it may not get to zero COVID-19 cases again
Its biggest city Auckland is still  in lockdown with a small number of new cases being reported
everyday. "We may not get back to zero but the important thing is we are going to keep finding any
infections and basically continue to contact trace, test and isolate people so that we stop the virus
circulating in the community... that's the aim," Ashley Bloomfield, the director general of health told
Radio  New Zealand.  Bloomfield said  the aim now was to  try  and get  on top of  the outbreak while
also ramping up vaccination rates.
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/new-zealand-says-it-may-not-get-zero-covid-19-cases-again-2021-09-22/

Scientific Viewpoint

Moderna vs. Pfizer: Both Knockouts, but One Seems to Have the Edge
Roughly 221 million doses of the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine have been dispensed thus far in the United
States,  compared with  about  150 million  doses  of  Moderna’s  vaccine.  In  a  half-dozen studies
published over the past few weeks, Moderna’s vaccine appeared to be more protective than the
Pfizer-BioNTech  vaccine  in  the  months  after  immunization.  The  latest  such  study,  published  on
Wednesday in  The New England Journal  of  Medicine,  evaluated the real-world  effectiveness  of  the
vaccines at preventing symptomatic illness in about 5,000 health care workers in 25 states. The
study found that the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine had an effectiveness of 88.8 percent, compared with
Moderna’s 96.3 percent.
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/09/22/health/covid-moderna-pfizer-vaccines.html

Pfizer Study of Covid-19 Vaccine in Pregnant Women Delayed by Slow Enrollment
Changing guidelines and the possibility of being given a placebo made the trial unappealing to some
expectant  mothers.  fizer  closed  enrollment  at  many  U.S.  sites  this  summer,  after  fewer  than
expected numbers of subjects entered the study, researchers say. The slow enrollment was driven
by revised guidelines from government and physician groups that recommend pregnant women
receive the shots based on new real-world research, according to trial-site researchers. They also
say increased vaccine supply made a trial that included the possibility of being given a placebo
instead of a vaccine unappealing to expectant mothers and raised questions about the ethics of
seeking volunteers.
https://www.wsj.com/articles/pfizer-study-of-covid-19-vaccine-in-pregnant-women-delayed-by-slow-enrollment-11632
310283

Coronavirus: China seeks to develop next-gen vaccines amid trial complications
A lack of international cooperation to compare vaccines will make it more difficult for China to come
up with convincing data for future vaccines using new technologies or targeting new variants of
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Covid-19, although China is not alone, experts said. China is developing several second generation
vaccines using either inactivated vaccine technology, mRNA or protein subunit technologies. It is
also developing first generation vaccines using mRNA technology. China needed to conduct phase 3
clinical  trials  for  its  early  first  generation  vaccines  overseas  because  there  were  not  enough
Covid-19  cases  domestically.  However,  finding  places  for  clinical  trials  for  second  generation
vaccines,  which  target  specific  variants  or  a  broad  spectrum of  variants,  has  become increasingly
difficult  because  it  would  be  considered  unethical  to  deliver  placebos  in  controlled  trials  where
transmissions  are  high,  particularly  as  other  vaccines  are  available.
https://www.scmp.com/news/china/science/article/3149594/coronavirus-china-seeks-develop-next-gen-vaccines-amid
-trial

Covishield: UK recognises Covid jab after India outcry
The UK government has amended its foreign travel guidance to clarify that the Indian-made version
of the AstraZeneca vaccine is an approved jab. But it is not clear whether people from India can
travel to the UK without having to self-isolate for 10 days. The UK's refusal to recognise Covishield
had triggered a firestorm of protests in India. With more than 721 million doses administered so far,
Covishield is India's primary vaccine. On Tuesday, India described the rule as "discriminatory" and
asked the UK to stop requiring fully-vaccinated Indians to self-isolate on arrival. At present, India is
not listed as a country where people are recognised as fully vaccinated even if they've had both
doses of an approved jab.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-india-58647433

Llama antibodies have 'significant potential' for Covid-19 treatment
Tiny antibodies produced by llamas could provide a new frontline treatment against coronavirus in
the form of a nasal spray, research suggests. Scientists at the Rosalind Franklin Institute have found
that the nanobodies – a smaller, simple form of antibody generated by llamas and camels – can
effectively  target  the  Sars-CoV-2  virus  that  causes  Covid-19.  Short  chains  of  the  molecules,  which
can be produced in large quantities in the laboratory, significantly reduced signs of Covid-19 when
given to infected animal models, according to the study. The nanobodies bind tightly to the virus,
neutralising it  in the laboratory, and could provide a cheaper and easier alternative to human
antibodies taken from recovered from Covid-19 patients.
https://metro.co.uk/2021/09/22/llama-antibodies-have-significant-potential-for-covid-19-treatment-15297607/

Between Covid-19 and the flu, health care professionals are bracing themselves for the
winter ahead, expert says
The current pace in Covid-19 vaccinations is the slowest it has been since July, according to data
released Wednesday from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. The latest data comes as
flu  season  is  around  the  corner,  which  could  increase  death  tolls  and  put  more  of  a  strain  on
hospitals  that  are  already  struggling  with  an  influx  of  patients  and  depleted  resources.  More  than
312,000  people  have  initiated  the  vaccination  process  --  or  getting  their  first  shot  --  over  the  last
week, CDC data shows. That's a 7% drop from last week and a 35% drop from the previous month.
An average of 742,703 doses are being administered each day and about 182 million people, or
54.9%, of the US population, are fully vaccinated, the data shows. That leaves 71 million people, or
25.1% of the population, who are not vaccinated
https://www.cnn.com/2021/09/22/health/us-coronavirus-wednesday/index.html

Covid-19 vaccines for teenagers: conversations and consent
On 13 September, the UK chief medical officers recommended that all 12-15 year olds be offered a
single dose of Pfizer-BioNTech covid-19 vaccine.1 This followed a previous recommendation by the
Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation2 not to offer covid-19 vaccines to healthy 12-15
year  olds.  The  UK  now joins  a  growing  list  of  countries  offering  vaccination  to  those  aged  12  and
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over, but it is providing only one dose rather than the two given in other countries because of
concerns  about  rare  side  effects  such  as  heart  inflammation.  The  health  benefits  of  covid-19
vaccination are small in this age group since covid-19 infection is not a serious threat to their
health.5  However,  the  chief  medical  officers’  decision  was  influenced  by  the  wider  benefit  of
reducing further  disruption to  education.  Parents  are  understandably  concerned about  vaccine
safety. It’s not yet clear how schools and healthcare professionals will cope with delivering up to 2.6
million  covid-19  vaccines,  answering  parents’  questions,6  and  supporting  teenagers  to  make
informed decisions.
https://www.bmj.com/content/374/bmj.n2312

CDC panel tackles who needs booster shot of COVID vaccine
An  influential  panel  of  advisers  to  the  Centers  for  the  Disease  Control  and  Prevention  grappled
Wednesday with the question of which Americans should get COVID-19 booster shots, with some
members wondering if  the decision should be put off for  a month in hopes of  more evidence.  The
doubts and uncertainties suggested yet again that the matter of whether to dispense extra doses to
shore up Americans’  protection against the coronavirus is  more complicated scientifically than the
Biden administration may have realized when it outlined plans a month ago for an across-the-board
rollout of boosters. The rollout was supposed to have begun this week.
https://apnews.com/article/science-health-coronavirus-pandemic-coronavirus-vaccine-203d8c288858e815175880753
cbc9b8f

Has the Delta variant changed the symptoms of COVID-19?
It has been said many times that the arrival of the Delta variant of the coronavirus has changed the
course of the pandemic. It is more transmissible than previous variants and has quickly become the
dominant variant across the world. And because the vaccines are less effective against it, although
still effective enough, it has brought the need for booster shots to the forefront of the debate. A new
study has shown that the symptoms that the infection presents have also changed. According to the
World Health Organization, the most common symptoms of COVID are...
https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2021/9/22/has-the-delta-variant-changed-the-symptoms-of-covid-19

Trials begin on Covid booster jab hoped to protect against new variants
The first trials have begun of a Covid booster jab that it is hoped will offer good protection against a
wide range of variants, researchers have revealed. Covid jabs currently used in the UK trigger an
immune response towards the coronavirus spike protein, which helps the virus get into human cells.
However,  different  variants  of  the  coronavirus  have different  mutations  in  this  protein,  meaning  a
vaccine  that  works  well  against  one  variant  may  not  be  as  effective  against  another.  The  team
behind the new booster jab hope to get around this problem by triggering an immune response
towards the spike and non-spike proteins of the coronavirus.
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2021/sep/21/trials-begin-on-covid-booster-jab-hoped-to-protect-against-new-va
riants

Coronavirus Resurgence

Child cases of COVID-19 in the US fall 7% with 225,000 under-18s testing positive last
week
More than 225,000 COVID-19 cases were recorded among children and teens last week, a 7.1%
decline from the 243,00 cases recorded the week before. Under-18s accounted for 25.7% of all U.S.
cases recorded last week with a total of 5.5 million since the pandemic began. The South has the
most weekly child Covid cases with 110,000 reported while the Northeast had the fewest with about
10,000. There have been 480 Covid deaths among children, meaning kids make up less than 0.1%
of all deaths in the U.S.
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/health/article-10014581/Child-cases-COVID-19-fall-7-225-000-18s-testing-positive-week.h
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'Soul-crushing': US COVID-19 deaths are topping 1,900 a day
COVID-19 deaths in the U.S. have climbed to an average of more than 1,900 a day for the first time
since early March, with experts saying the virus is preying largely on a distinct group: 71 million
unvaccinated  Americans.  The  increasingly  lethal  turn  has  filled  hospitals,  complicated  the  start  of
the  school  year,  delayed  the  return  to  offices  and  demoralized  health  care  workers.  “It  is
devastating," said Dr. Dena Hubbard, a pediatrician in the Kansas City Missouri area who has cared
for  babies  delivered  prematurely  by  cesarean  section  in  a  last-ditch  effort  to  save  their  mothers,
some of whom died. For health workers, the deaths, combined with misinformation and disbelief
about the virus, have been "heart-wrenching, soul-crushing."
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/covid-west-virginia-god-kansas-city-missouri-b1924427.html

Brazilian health minister tests positive for Covid-19 while in New York for UN meeting
Brazilian Minister of Health Marcelo Queiroga has tested positive for Covid-19 while in New York City
for the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA), the Brazilian president's office announced Tuesday
evening. Queiroga was part of Jair Bolsonaro's Presidential Committee, according to the statement,
which added he was "doing well." So far, other members of the Brazilian delegation have tested
negative for the virus. Queiroga told CNN affiliate CNN Brasil on Tuesday that he would quarantine in
New York for 14 days, and wouldn't leave the United States with other members of his delegation.
Some delegation members have canceled their participation due to the risk of infecting members
from other countries, Queiroga said.
https://www.cnn.com/2021/09/21/americas/brazil-health-minister-covid-unga-intl-hnk/index.html

U.S. parents weigh risks, benefits as COVID-19 vaccine for kids nears approval
Monday's  announcement  from  Pfizer  and  BioNTech  that  a  low  dose  of  their  coronavirus  vaccine
proved safe and effective for  children ages 5 to 11 in a clinical  trial  has come as a relief  to many
parents anxiously awaiting the chance to protect their children. The highly contagious Delta variant
of the virus has collided with the start of the U.S. academic year, sending infections among young
children soaring - including many cases requiring hospitalization - and forcing thousands of schools
to shut for days or even weeks. The companies said they plan to file for regulatory authorization as
soon as possible for a 10-microgram dose for children ages 5 to 11 after it led to a strong immune
response in a 2,268-participant trial.
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/us-parents-weigh-risks-benefits-covid-19-vaccine-kids-nears-approval-2021-09-22/

Covid-19: India health workers' families fight for compensation
In March 2020, India's federal government promised 5m rupees ($68,000; £50,000) to the family of
every  health  worker  who  died  fighting  Covid.  But  a  BBC  investigation,  based  in  part  on  Right  to
Information requests, shows that a lack of data, bureaucratic hurdles and a discriminatory policy
have left many of these families traumatised. The BBC spoke to several families who said they felt
let down by a government that had promised to stand by them. Only a handful of them agreed to be
interviewed. Others feared that speaking out could hurt their chances of being compensated. The
government did not respond to our questions.
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-india-58621933

New Lockdown

COVID-19 sends northern Chinese city into semi-shutdown
China's northeastern city of Harbin, population 10 million, went into semi-shutdown after reporting
new locally transmitted COVID-19 cases for the first time since early February. Three of 16 new local
cases reported in China for Sept. 21 were in Harbin, the provincial capital of Heilongjiang, the
National Health Commission (NHC) said on Wednesday. The last reported locally transmitted cases
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in the city were on Feb. 4.
https://www.reuters.com/world/china/northern-chinese-city-semi-shutdown-after-first-covid-19-cases-since-february-2
021-09-22/
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