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One Minute Overview

Long COVID: More than one million people report ongoing coronavirus symptoms, ONS
data shows - More than one million people living in the UK are experiencing the after-effects of
COVID-19 following infection, according to the Office for National Statistics. It is the largest monthly
increase - up from 970,000 in the previous ONS survey - with 1.1 million people in private households reporting
having long COVID during the four weeks to 5 September. Long COVID is defined as symptoms which last for
more than four weeks after individuals first suspect they are infected, and are not explained by
something else.

Pfizer study to vaccinate whole Brazilian town against COVID-19 - Pfizer Inc will study the
effectiveness of its vaccine against COVID-19 by inoculating the entire population over the age of 12
in a town in southern Brazil, the company said on Wednesday. The study will be conducted in Toledo,
population 143,000, in the west of Parana state, together with Brazil's National Vaccination Program, local health
authorities, a hospital and a federal university. Pfizer, which developed the vaccine with German partner
BioNTech SE , said the purpose was to study transmission of the coronavirus in a 'real-life scenario'
after the population has been vaccinated.

Pfizer, BioNTech ask U.S. regulators to OK COVID-19 vaccine for kids - Pfizer Inc and
BioNTech said on Thursday they had asked U.S. regulators to approve emergency use of their COVID-19 vaccine
for children aged from five to 11, Pfizer said in a post on Twitter.

Long Covid officially defined for first time - with three top symptoms listed - Long Covid
has finally been given its own definition by the World Health Organisation as more than a million in
the UK are said to be battling the condition.
The condition has remained one of the most mysterious aspects of the virus as the list of symptoms continued to
baffle medics. The WHO has sought to come up with clinical analysis of the symptoms as it formally
says Long Covid is a 'post-Covid condition'. Common symptoms officially include fatigue, shortness
of breath, cognitive dysfunction,

Germany recommends booster shots for over 70s - Germany's vaccination authority, STIKO,
recommended COVID-19 vaccine booster shots for people older than 70 on Thursday. All residents of
care homes, as well as workers who come into direct contact with them, should also be offered a third vaccine dose,
the body said. The same was also recommended for medical workers in direct contact with patients.
STIKO gave its recommendation on the grounds that vaccine protection 'declines over time,
particularly in terms of preventing asymptomatic and mild infections.' Previously booster shots had
only be recommended in Germany for people with a weakened immune system.

Heart Damage Plagues Covid Survivors a Year After Infection, Study Shows - Heart damage
from Covid-19 extends well beyond the disease’s initial stages, according to a study that found even
people who were never sick enough to need hospitalization are in danger of developing heart failure
and deadly blood clots a year later. Heart disease and stroke are already the leading causes of death
worldwide. The increased likelihood of lethal heart complications in Covid survivors -- who number in the hundreds of
millions globally -- will add to its devastation, according to the study, which is under consideration for
publication by a Nature journal. “The aftereffects of Covid-19 are substantial,” said Ziyad Al-Aly,
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director of the clinical epidemiology center at the Veterans Affairs St. Louis Health Care System in
Missouri, who led the research. “Governments and health systems must wake up to the reality that
Covid will cast a tall shadow in the form of long Covid, and has devastating consequences. I am
concerned that we are not taking this seriously enough.”

WHO Wants Less Talk, More Action From Rich Nations on Doses - The World Health
Organization called on countries with high vaccination rates to swap their places in line and prioritize
the delivery of Covid-19 shots to lower-income nations. The WHO set out a strategy for countries to follow to
reach a goal to inoculate 40% of the population in every nation in the world by the end of the year, and 70% by
mid-2022. The health body urged countries with high vaccine coverage to change their vaccine
delivery schedules for the coming months to make room for Covax, which will ensure countries in
need can receive doses and catch up. Manufacturers should be transparent on total monthly
production and schedules for supplies to Covax.

A New Vaccine Strategy for Children: Just One Dose, for Now - Even as parents in the United
States wrestle with difficult questions over vaccinating their children against the coronavirus,
families in other countries have been offered a novel option: giving children just one dose of the
vaccine. Officials in Hong Kong as well as in Britain, Norway and other countries have recommended
a single dose of the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine for children ages 12 and older — providing partial
protection from the virus, but without the potential harms occasionally observed after two doses.
Health officials in those countries are particularly worried about increasing data suggesting that myocarditis, an
inflammation of the heart, may be more common among adolescents and young adults after vaccination
than had been thought.

Sydney to exit COVID-19 lockdown next week after vaccination rate hits 70% - COVID-19
restrictions will be eased further in Sydney from Monday, authorities said, as Australia's largest city
looks set to exit a nearly four-month lockdown after hitting its 70% full vaccination target. Fully
vaccinated people in New South Wales (NSW) state will be able to leave their homes for any reason including visiting
pubs, retail stores, cinemas and gyms, which will reopen under strict social distancing rules. The
number of vaccinated visitors allowed to gather in a home will double to 10, while the limit on
vaccinated people at weddings and funerals will be raised to 100. Nightclubs can partially reopen to
vaccinated people once inoculations reach 80%, earlier than previously planned, and masks will not
be mandatory in offices.

Finland joins Sweden and Denmark in limiting Moderna COVID-19 vaccine - Finland on
Thursday paused the use of Moderna's COVID-19 vaccine for younger males due to reports of a rare
cardiovascular side effect, joining Sweden and Denmark in limiting its use. Mika Salminen, director of the
Finnish health institute, said Finland would instead give Pfizer's vaccine to men born in 1991 and later. Finland
offers shots to people aged 12 and over. 'A Nordic study involving Finland, Sweden, Norway and
Denmark found that men under the age of 30 who received Moderna Spikevax had a slightly higher
risk than others of developing myocarditis,' he said.

Spain's COVID-19 rate at 'low risk' level for first time in 15 months  - Spain's coronavirus
incidence dropped below 50 cases per 100,000 people on Thursday, reaching the threshold considered 'low
risk' by the Health Ministry for the first time in over a year.

Divorced parents are going to court over vaccinating their kids against the coronavirus - 
Veronica was in her garden in New England when she got the email ping from her ex-husband in
early May. “I started to have a panic attack,” says Veronica, who is not using her last name for
privacy reasons. Her ex wanted a court to decide whether their 12-year-old daughter could be
vaccinated against the coronavirus. The timing was terrible. “It was the day before I had her appointment
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scheduled,” she says. Divorced parents who disagree about coronavirus vaccination are taking their fights to court.
The tensions have been fueled by inconsistent mask rules, misinformation and reports of more
children hospitalized for covid-19, the disease caused by the virus.

Lockdown Exit

Explainer: What researchers say about the long-term effects of COVID-19
The World Health Organization (WHO) this week issued a definition for "long COVID," a term used to
describe the persistent health problems that affect some survivors of COVID-19. Scientists are still
working to understand the syndrome. Here is what they know so far.
https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/what-researchers-say-about-long-term-effects-covid-1
9-2021-10-07/

Companies face pressure to act on vaccine mandates even as they wait for clear rules.
Last month, President Biden asked the Occupational Safety and Health Administration to write rules
that would require companies with more than 100 employees to mandate coronavirus vaccinations
or weekly testing. But with OSHA still going through a lengthy rule-making process, which could take
several more weeks, the White House is urging companies to act now. Several big employers have
imposed mandates since Biden’s announcement, including 3M, Procter & Gamble and the airlines
American, Alaska and JetBlue. IBM said on Thursday that it will require all of its U.S. employees to be
fully  vaccinated  by  Dec.  8,  regardless  of  how  often  they  come  into  the  office.  It  will  allow  for
“limited”  medical  or  religious  exceptions.
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/10/07/business/biden-osha-vaccine-mandate.html

How a Vaccine Mandate Could Worsen a Shortage of Home Care Aides
In the upstate city of Johnstown, north of Albany, two-thirds of the home health aides at one small
agency have notified their  director that they intend to quit  rather than get vaccinated against the
coronavirus, as they are required to do this week under a state mandate. At the Visiting Nurse
Service of New York, the state’s largest home health care organization, about 400 workers are
expected  to  be  unable  to  work  after  the  mandate  takes  effect.  And  in  the  New  York  City  area,  a
union leader for home health care workers says he expects thousands of his members will be put on
leave. “We need more time,” said Joe Pecora, the vice president of Home Healthcare Workers of
America, a union that represents about 32,000 home health care workers in New York City and its
suburbs. “It’s unrealistic to get all these people vaccinated by the deadline.”
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/10/07/nyregion/ny-vaccine-mandate-home-care-aides.html

Pfizer Asks F.D.A. to Authorize Its Covid-19 Vaccine for Children 5 to 11
Pfizer and BioNTech said on Thursday morning that they had asked federal regulators to authorize
emergency use of their coronavirus vaccine for children ages 5 to 11, a move that could help protect
more than 28 million people in the United States. The companies have said they were submitting
data supporting the change to the Food and Drug Administration. The agency has promised to move
quickly on the request and has tentatively scheduled a meeting on Oct. 26 to consider it. A ruling is
expected between Halloween and Thanksgiving. “With new cases in children in the U.S. continuing
to be at a high level,  this submission is an important step in our ongoing effort against Covid-19,”
Pfizer said on Thursday.
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/10/07/us/politics/pfizer-fda-authorization-children-5-11.html

With Masks On or Off, Schools Try to Find the New Normal
Despite some turmoil, the vast majority of students have been in classrooms full-time and mostly
uninterrupted this fall. Now, educators debate what’s next. Coronavirus infection rates declined 35
percent nationally through the month of September, as many schools opened their doors.Credit.
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/10/07/us/coronavirus-public-schools.html
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Covid Hospital Traffic in Some States Drops to Pre-Delta Levels
The U.S. is far from a full recovery from the latest Covid-19 wave, but some recent hot spots are
getting close. In Florida, the seven-day average of new adult hospital admissions with Covid is about
469 a day. That’s just slightly above the level on May 13, when the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention significantly relaxed its masking guidance for fully vaccinated people -- a change that it
reversed when the highly contagious delta variant ripped through the U.S. In at least eight other
states and the nation’s capital, the numbers are below or close to May levels. There are other
positive signs. The one-week average of new cases nationally has dropped 40% from its Sept. 21
peak, according to CDC data.
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-10-07/covid-hospital-admissions-in-some-areas-near-levels-before-de
lta

IBM Vaccine Mandate: Unvaxxed Employees Will Be Suspended in December
International Business Machines Corp. said all of its U.S.-based employees must be vaccinated by
Dec. 8 or be put on unpaid suspension. The Armonk, New York-based company told workers that
because it’s  a government contractor,  it’s  required to adhere to President Joe Biden’s vaccine
mandate  for  federal  contractors.  IBM said  the  new mandate  will  apply  to  all  U.S.  employees
regardless of  where they work or  how often they go into a company office and will  offer “limited”
medical or religious exemptions. The decision was prompted by “the continued spread of Covid-19,
local  clinical  conditions  around  IBM  sites,  and  the  reality  that  vaccines  are  readily  available
nationwide,” a company spokeswoman said in a statement.
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-10-07/ibm-orders-u-s-employees-vaccinated-by-dec-8-or-be-suspend
ed

WHO Wants Less Talk, More Action From Rich Nations on Doses
The World Health Organization called on countries with high vaccination rates to swap their places in
line and prioritize the delivery of  Covid-19 shots to lower-income nations.  The WHO set out a
strategy for countries to follow to reach a goal to inoculate 40% of the population in every nation in
the world by the end of the year, and 70% by mid-2022. The health body urged countries with high
vaccine coverage to change their vaccine delivery schedules for the coming months to make room
for Covax, which will ensure countries in need can receive doses and catch up. Manufacturers should
be transparent on total monthly production and schedules for supplies to Covax.
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-10-07/who-wants-less-talk-more-action-from-rich-nations-on-doses

Biden to tout vaccine mandates for large companies in Chicago trip
President Joe Biden on Thursday said more U.S. businesses should obligate workers to receive
COVID-19 vaccinations, calling the move vital to ending the pandemic and sustaining the economy.
"Today I'm calling on more employers to act," Biden said. "My message is: Require your employees
to  get  vaccinated.  With  vaccinations,  we're  going to  beat  this  pandemic  finally.  Without  them,  we
face endless months of chaos in our hospitals, damage to our economy and anxiety in our schools."
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/biden-tout-vaccine-mandates-large-companies-chicago-trip-2021-10-07/

Malaysia’s vaccine roll-out success lifts coronavirus gloom
After 150 days in operation, one of Malaysia’s biggest Covid-19 vaccination centres shut its doors on
Sunday, with over 1.2 million doses having been administered there. At its peak, the World Trade
Centre Kuala Lumpur – the country’s first mega Pusat Pemberian Vaksin (PPV or vaccination centre)
was  seeing  some  18,000  doses  administered  daily.  Vaccine  tsar  and  health  minister  Khairy
Jamaluddin wrote on Twitter that the centre was the “biggest workhorse” in the country’s national
vaccination programme.
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/health-environment/article/3151460/malaysia-sees-light-end-coronavirus-tunnel-va
ccine
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‘Reaching  a  detente’  with  SARS-CoV-2:  Helen  Branswell  on  covering  Covid-19,
misinformation  and  more
On Wednesday, STAT senior writer Helen Branswell spoke with Seth Mnookin, director of the MIT
Graduate Program in Science Writing. The AAAS Kavli Science Journalism Awards sponsored the talk
as part of its annual fall  lecture series and in honor of Sharon Begley. Branswell  spoke about
Begley’s legacy, reporting on infectious diseases, and the past and future of the Covid-19 pandemic.
Highlights from the conversation have been lightly edited and condensed for clarity.
https://www.statnews.com/2021/10/06/helen-branswell-on-covering-covid-19/

A New Vaccine Strategy for Children: Just One Dose, for Now
Even as parents in the United States wrestle with difficult questions over vaccinating their children
against the coronavirus, families in other countries have been offered a novel option: giving children
just one dose of the vaccine. Officials in Hong Kong as well as in Britain, Norway and other countries
have recommended a single dose of the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine for children ages 12 and older —
providing partial protection from the virus, but without the potential harms occasionally observed
after  two  doses.  Health  officials  in  those  countries  are  particularly  worried  about  increasing  data
suggesting  that  myocarditis,  an  inflammation  of  the  heart,  may  be  more  common  among
adolescents  and  young  adults  after  vaccination  than  had  been  thought.
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/10/06/health/covid-vaccine-children-dose.html?action=click&module=Well&pgtype=
Homepage&section=Health

Exit Strategies

Italy loosens COVID-19 restrictions on leisure activities
Italy  increased the maximum attendance capacity  allowed at  cultural  and sporting venues on
Thursday, continuing its progressive easing of COVID-19 curbs for those who can show documents of
immunity from the disease.
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/italy-loosens-covid-19-restrictions-leisure-activities-2021-10-07/

Spain's COVID-19 rate at 'low risk' level for first time in 15 months
Spain's coronavirus incidence dropped below 50 cases per 100,000 people on Thursday, reaching
the threshold considered "low risk" by the Health Ministry for the first time in over a year.
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/spains-covid-19-rate-low-risk-level-first-time-15-months-2021-10-07/

Covid: AstraZeneca coronavirus vaccines travel 9,000 miles to British team in Antarctica
The AstraZeneca Covid-19 vaccine has been delivered to one of the most remote places on Earth,
arriving  in  Antarctica  nine  months  after  it  was  first  rolled  out.  The  jab,  developed  at  Oxford
University,  was flown more than 9,000 miles in order to vaccinate 23 UK scientists  working at  the
British Antarctic Survey Research Station. It's the furthest south any vaccine has ever travelled from
the UK - a feat executed by the Foreign Office, Ministry of Defence, the RAF and contractor Crown
Agents.
https://www.itv.com/news/2021-10-07/astrazeneca-covid-vaccines-travel-9000-miles-to-british-team-in-antarctica

Scandinavians curb Moderna shots for some younger patients
Scandinavian authorities on Wednesday suspended or discouraged the use of Moderna’s COVID-19
vaccine in young people because of an increased risk of heart inflammation, a very rare side effect
associated with the shot. Sweden suspended the use of Moderna for those recipients under 30,
Denmark  said  those  under  18  won’t  be  offered  the  Swiss-made  vaccine,  and  Norway  urged  those
under 30 to get the Pfizer vaccine instead. The countries have adequate supplies of both Pfizer and
Moderna vaccines and will be able to continue their vaccination campaigns. In neighboring Finland,
authorities are expected to announce their decision Thursday, according to Dr. Hanna Nohynek,
chief physician at the Finnish Institute for Health and Welfare, told local broadcaster YLE.
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https://apnews.com/article/coronavirus-pandemic-business-denmark-public-health-health-453163d8f93618fde90c06d
3474921a0

Malaysia buys 150000 courses of Merck's COVID-19 pill
Malaysia  has  struck  a  deal  with  U.S.  drugmaker  Merck  &  Co  to  buy  150,000  courses  of  its
experimental antiviral pill, the health ministry said on Thursday, joining other Asian countries in a
rush to secure supplies. Molnupiravir, which would be the first oral antiviral medication for COVID-19
if it gets regulatory approval, could halve the chances of dying or being hospitalised for those most
at risk of contracting severe COVID-19, clinical data has shown. The data sparked large demand for
the drug in Asia, with South Korea, Singapore and Australia announcing similar deals to buy the
Merck pill this week. Taiwan and Thailand are also in talks to buy it.
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/malaysia-buys-150000-courses-mercks-covid-19-pill-2021-10-07/

Canada imposes COVID-19 vaccine mandate on federal workers, transportation
Canada will place unvaccinated federal employees on unpaid leave and require COVID-19 shots for
air, train and ship passengers, Prime Minister Justin Trudeau said on Wednesday, as he unveiled one
of the world's strictest vaccine mandate policies. Federal employees will be required to declare their
full vaccination status through an online portal by Oct. 29. Workers and passengers age 12 and older
on trains, planes and marine transport operating domestically - which are federally regulated - must
show they have been inoculated by Oct. 30.
https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/unvaccinated-federal-workers-canada-will-be-put-unpaid-leave-globe-mail-2
021-10-06/

Los Angeles will require proof of a COVID-19 vaccine for indoor establishments
By next month Los Angeles will require residents and visitors to show proof of a COVID-19 vaccine in
order to eat, drink, or shop in indoor establishments across the city. Under this mandate, eligible
patrons will need to show proof of a COVID-19 vaccination to enter restaurants, bars, coffee shops,
stores, gyms, spas or salons. People attending large, outdoor events will also need to show evidence
of either vaccination or proof of a negative COVID-19 test to attend the event. Proof of vaccination
includes a vaccination card issued by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, a photo of
both sides of the card, documentation from a health care provider, or a digital record of vaccination
issued by California, another state or country.
https://www.npr.org/2021/10/07/1043910547/los-angeles-mandates-covid-19-vaccines

Covid-19 booster shots have outpaced the US rate of new vaccinations. And the millions
still unvaccinated could trigger 'future waves,' expert warns
The country has averaged more than 101,200 new cases a day over the last week -- down 41% from
a peak in a Delta-driven wave reached in mid-September, according to Johns Hopkins University
data. The number of Covid-19 patients in US hospitals -- 68,760 as of Thursday -- is down 34% from
a Delta-wave peak reached in September,  according to the Department of  Health and Human
Services. Just over 56% of the total US population is fully vaccinated, according to the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention. "This wave is receding, but unless we get the nearly 70 million
unvaccinated Americans vaccinated, we are at risk for future waves," Dr. Tom Frieden, former head
of the CDC, told CNN on Wednesday.
https://www.cnn.com/2021/10/07/health/us-coronavirus-thursday/index.html

Finland joins Sweden and Denmark in limiting Moderna COVID-19 vaccine
Finland on Thursday paused the use of Moderna's COVID-19 vaccine for younger males due to
reports  of  a  rare  cardiovascular  side  effect,  joining  Sweden  and  Denmark  in  limiting  its  use.  Mika
Salminen, director of the Finnish health institute, said Finland would instead give Pfizer's vaccine to
men  born  in  1991  and  later.  Finland  offers  shots  to  people  aged  12  and  over.  "A  Nordic  study
involving Finland, Sweden, Norway and Denmark found that men under the age of 30 who received
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Moderna Spikevax had a slightly higher risk than others of developing myocarditis," he said.
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/finland-pauses-use-moderna-covid-19-vaccine-young-men-2021-10-07/

The WHO has started shipping COVID-19 medical supplies to North Korea
The World Health Organization has started shipping COVID-19 medical supplies into North Korea, a
possible sign that the North is easing one of the world's strictest pandemic border closures to
receive outside help. WHO said in a weekly monitoring report that it has started the shipment of
essential COVID-19 medical supplies through the Chinese port of Dalian for "strategic stockpiling and
further dispatch" to North Korea. Edwin Salvador, WHO's representative to North Korea, said in an
email  to the Associated Press Thursday that some items, including emergency health kits and
medicine, have reached the North Korean port of Nampo after North Korean authorities allowed the
WHO and other U.N. agencies to send supplies that had been stuck in Dalian.
https://www.npr.org/sections/coronavirus-live-updates/2021/10/07/1043968325/north-korea-world-health-organizatio
n-covid

Can I get the flu and COVID-19 vaccines at the same time?
Can I get the flu and COVID-19 vaccines at the same time? Yes, you can get the shots in the same
visit. When COVID-19 vaccines were first rolling out in the U.S., the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention  recommended  waiting  14  days  between  the  shots  and  other  immunizations  as  a
precaution. But the agency has since revised its guidelines and says the wait is unnecessary. The
CDC and other health experts point to past experience showing that vaccines work as they should
and any  side  effects  are  similar  whether  the  shots  are  given  separately  or  in  the  same visit.  “We
have a history of vaccinating our kids with multiple vaccines,” says flu specialist Richard Webby of
St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital.
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/covid-new-york-centers-for-disease-control-and-prevention-b1933791.html

Sydney to exit COVID-19 lockdown next week after vaccination rate hits 70%
COVID-19 restrictions will be eased further in Sydney from Monday, authorities said, as Australia's
largest city looks set to exit a nearly four-month lockdown after hitting its 70% full vaccination
target. Fully vaccinated people in New South Wales (NSW) state will be able to leave their homes for
any reason including visiting pubs, retail stores, cinemas and gyms, which will reopen under strict
social distancing rules. The number of vaccinated visitors allowed to gather in a home will double to
10, while the limit on vaccinated people at weddings and funerals will be raised to 100. Nightclubs
can partially reopen to vaccinated people once inoculations reach 80%, earlier than previously
planned, and masks will not be mandatory in offices.
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/sydney-exit-covid-19-lockdown-next-week-after-vaccination-rate-hits-70-2
021-10-07/

While US summer surge is waning, more mandates in the works
COVID-19 deaths in the U.S. are coming down again, hospitalizations are dropping, and new cases
per day are about to dip below 100,000 for the first time in two months — all signs that the summer
surge is waning. Not wanting to lose momentum, government leaders and employers are looking to
strengthen and vaccine requirements. Los Angeles enacted one of the nation’s strictest vaccine
mandates Wednesday, a sweeping measure that would require the shots for everyone entering a
bar, restaurant, nail salon, gym or Lakers game. New York City and San Francisco have similar rules.
innesota’s governor this week called for vaccine and testing requirements for teachers and long-
term care workers. In New York, a statewide vaccination mandate for all hospital and nursing home
workers will be expanded Thursday to home care and hospice employees.
https://apnews.com/article/coronavirus-pandemic-health-7233752e272706a99c2ef7ade8105ea6
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Amazon sued by warehouse workers over COVID-19 screening pay
Amazon.com Inc has been accused of violating Colorado state law by failing to pay warehouse
workers  for  time  spent  undergoing  COVID-19  screenings  before  clocking  in  at  work.  Jennifer
Vincenzetti,  who  worked  at  two  Amazon  warehouses  in  Colorado  Springs,  filed  a  proposed  class
action in Colorado federal court on Tuesday claiming the company made workers wait in long lines
to  answer  questions  and  have  their  temperatures  checked.  Seattle-based  Amazon  did  not
immediately respond to a request for comment.
https://www.reuters.com/legal/government/amazon-sued-by-warehouse-workers-over-covid-19-screening-pay-2021-1
0-06/

Divorced parents are going to court over vaccinating their kids against the coronavirus
Veronica was in her garden in New England when she got the email ping from her ex-husband in
early May. “I started to have a panic attack,” says Veronica, who is not using her last name for
privacy reasons. Her ex wanted a court to decide whether their 12-year-old daughter could be
vaccinated against  the coronavirus.  The timing was terrible.  “It  was the day before I  had her
appointment scheduled,” she says. Divorced parents who disagree about coronavirus vaccination
are  taking  their  fights  to  court.  The  tensions  have  been  fueled  by  inconsistent  mask  rules,
misinformation and reports of more children hospitalized for covid-19, the disease caused by the
virus.
https://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/2021/10/07/divorced-parents-covid-vaccine-court/

WLOX news anchor Meggan Gray loses job after refusing coronavirus vaccine
Meggan Gray signed off her Thursday morning news show with a cryptic announcement. From the
desk of WLOX News in Biloxi, Miss., where she had co-anchored “Good Morning Mississippi” for 14
years, she said she “wanted to just take a little moment and let you know that I honestly do not
know what the future holds for me as far as my career here.” The next day, she was off the show,
and she took to Facebook to explain why: She lost her job after refusing to be vaccinated for the
coronavirus as required by her station’s parent company, Gray Television. “In my opinion, a forced
decision  to  decide  between  a  vaccination  and  the  livelihood  of  an  individual  is  a  dangerous
precedent,” wrote Gray, 40, who did not immediately respond to a request for comment.
https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2021/10/06/mississippi-anchor-vaccine-mandate/

Man sentenced to 15 months in prison for spreading COVID-19 hoax on Facebook
Christopher Charles Perez, 40, made a Facebook post in April 2020 falsely claiming that he paid a
COVID patient to lick items at a San Antonio grocer. He also made a post threatening to spread the
virus at another area store. Investigators and Perez's confession revealed his posts to be false. He
was found guilty of criminal false information and hoaxes related to biological weapons. Perez was
sentenced to 15 months in prison, three years of supervised release that requires him to seek
mental health treatment, and fined $1,000
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-10067071/Man-sentenced-15-months-prison-spreading-COVID-19-hoax-Face
book.html

Covid-19: NI schools warned about hoax vaccine letters
The Public Health Agency (PHA) has warned post primary schools in Northern Ireland about hoax
Covid vaccine consent letters. Some schools have received emails claiming to come from the NHS,
which contain a "consent checklist" for vaccination. The email asks them to share the checklist with
parents and pupils. But the PHA said "the false email and 'consent form' content contains a number
of important inaccuracies". It should "not be forwarded to parents," the PHA said. BBC News NI has
been contacted by some principals in Northern Ireland whose schools have received the hoax
consent forms. They are presented as a form with information to be sent to parents ahead of pupils
being given Covid vaccinations.
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Pfizer Asks F.D.A. to Authorize Its Covid-19 Vaccine for Children 5 to 11
Pfizer and BioNTech said on Thursday morning that they had asked federal regulators to authorize
emergency use of their coronavirus vaccine for children ages 5 to 11, a move that could help protect
more than 28 million people in the United States. The companies have said they were submitting
data supporting the change to the Food and Drug Administration. The agency has promised to move
quickly on the request and has tentatively scheduled a meeting on Oct. 26 to consider it. A ruling is
expected between Halloween and Thanksgiving. “With new cases in children in the U.S. continuing
to be at a high level,  this submission is an important step in our ongoing effort against Covid-19,”
Pfizer said on Thursday.
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/10/07/us/politics/pfizer-fda-authorization-children-5-11.html

Covid Protection Wanes Months After Second Shot, Studies Show
Immunity  provided  by  the  Covid-19  vaccine  from  partners  Pfizer  Inc.  and  BioNTech  SE  weakens
significantly within months, with men having less protection than women, according to research that
supports the use of booster doses. Protective antibodies decreased continuously during the six
months after the administration of the second dose of the vaccine, according to a study of about
5,000 Israeli health workers, published Wednesday in the New England Journal of Medicine. The
levels fell first at a sharp pace and later at a more moderate one. Researchers worldwide are trying
to identify the critical threshold of antibodies needed to prevent coronavirus infection, severe illness
and death, said Gili Regev-Yochay, one of the authors of the study.
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-10-06/covid-protection-wanes-months-after-second-shot-studies-sho
w

Heart Damage Plagues Covid Survivors a Year After Infection, Study Shows
Heart damage from Covid-19 extends well beyond the disease’s initial stages, according to a study
that found even people who were never sick enough to need hospitalization are in danger of
developing heart failure and deadly blood clots a year later. Heart disease and stroke are already
the leading causes of death worldwide. The increased likelihood of lethal heart complications in
Covid survivors -- who number in the hundreds of millions globally -- will add to its devastation,
according to the study, which is under consideration for publication by a Nature journal.  “The
aftereffects  of  Covid-19  are  substantial,”  said  Ziyad  Al-Aly,  director  of  the  clinical  epidemiology
center  at  the  Veterans  Affairs  St.  Louis  Health  Care  System  in  Missouri,  who  led  the  research.
“Governments and health systems must wake up to the reality that Covid will cast a tall shadow in
the form of long Covid, and has devastating consequences. I am concerned that we are not taking
this seriously enough.”
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-10-07/heart-damage-racks-covid-survivors-a-year-after-infection-stud
y

Germany recommends booster shots for over 70s
Germany's vaccination authority, STIKO, recommended COVID-19 vaccine booster shots for people
older than 70 on Thursday. All residents of care homes, as well as workers who come into direct
contact with them, should also be offered a third vaccine dose, the body said.  The same was also
recommended for medical workers in direct contact with patients. STIKO gave its recommendation
on the grounds that vaccine protection "declines over time, particularly in terms of preventing
asymptomatic and mild infections." Previously booster shots had only be recommended in Germany
for people with a weakened immune system.
https://www.dw.com/en/germany-recommends-booster-shots-for-over-70s/a-59440188
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Pfizer officially asks the FDA to authorize its COVID vaccine for kids aged 5-11
Pfizer  and  BioNTech  are  officially  asking  the  Biden  administration  to  authorize  the  use  of  their
COVID-19  vaccine  for  children  ages  5  to  11.  Pfizer  tweeted  on  Thursday  that  the  companies  had
submitted their formal request for Emergency Use Authorization of the vaccine to the Food and Drug
Administration.  "With new cases in  children in  the U.S.  continuing to  be at  a  high level,  this
submission is an important step in our ongoing effort against #COVID19," the pharmaceutical giant
said.
https://www.npr.org/2021/10/07/1043973744/pfizer-fda-authorize-kids-children-covid-vaccine

Long Covid officially defined for first time - with three top symptoms listed
Long Covid has finally been given its own definition by the World Health Organisation as more than a
million in the UK are said to be battling the condition. The condition has remained one of the most
mysterious aspects  of  the virus as  the list  of  symptoms continued to baffle medics.  The WHO has
sought to come up with clinical analysis of the symptoms as it formally says Long Covid is a "post-
Covid  condition".  Common  symptoms  officially  include  fatigue,  shortness  of  breath,  cognitive
dysfunction
https://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/long-covid-officially-defined-first-25162058

Pfizer vaccine for children may be ready by Thanksgiving -White House adviser
Pfizer Inc's new vaccine for children aged five to 11 could be ready as early as November pending
approval  from federal  regulatory health agencies,  White House COVID-19 response coordinator
Jeffrey Zients said on Thursday. The Food and Drug Administration has scheduled time to review the
Pfizer/BionNTech application for emergency use with its advisory panel at the end of October, to be
followed by recommendations from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Zients told CNN.
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/white-house-adviser-pfizer-vaccine-kids-may-be-ready-by-thanksgiving-2021-10-07
/

Pfizer, BioNTech ask U.S. regulators to OK COVID-19 vaccine for kids
Pfizer Inc and BioNTech said on Thursday they had asked U.S. regulators to approve emergency use
of their COVID-19 vaccine for children aged from five to 11, Pfizer said in a post on Twitter.
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/pfizer-biontech-ask-us-regulators-to-ok-covid-19-vaccine-for-kids/ar-AAPeszX

Covid vaccination on top of past coronavirus infection 'gives greater protection'
Previous Covid-19 infection gives double jabbed people greater protection, new research suggests.
According to the Zoe study, past Covid infection together with being fully vaccinated increases an
individual’s protection against the virus to as much as 94%.
https://www.scotsman.com/read-this/covid-vaccination-on-top-of-past-coronavirus-infection-gives-greater-protection-
3410288

Pfizer study to vaccinate whole Brazilian town against COVID-19
Pfizer  Inc  will  study  the  effectiveness  of  its  vaccine  against  COVID-19  by  inoculating  the  entire
population over the age of 12 in a town in southern Brazil, the company said on Wednesday. The
study will be conducted in Toledo, population 143,000, in the west of Parana state, together with
Brazil's National Vaccination Program, local health authorities, a hospital and a federal university.
Pfizer,  which  developed  the  vaccine  with  German  partner  BioNTech  SE  ,  said  the  purpose  was  to
study  transmission  of  the  coronavirus  in  a  "real-life  scenario"  after  the  population  has  been
vaccinated.
https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/pfizer-study-vaccinate-whole-brazilian-town-against-covid-2021-10-06/

Long COVID: More than one million people report ongoing coronavirus symptoms, ONS
data shows
More  than  one  million  people  living  in  the  UK  are  experiencing  the  after-effects  of  COVID-19
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following infection, according to the Office for National Statistics. It is the largest monthly increase -
up from 970,000 in the previous ONS survey - with 1.1 million people in private households reporting
having  long  COVID  during  the  four  weeks  to  5  September.  Long  COVID  is  defined  as  symptoms
which  last  for  more  than  four  weeks  after  individuals  first  suspect  they  are  infected,  and  are  not
explained by something else.
https://news.sky.com/story/covid-19-more-than-one-million-people-say-they-have-long-covid-ons-data-shows-124281
59

Seven people may have brought Covid-19 into NI, experts say
Seven people who were exposed to Covid-19 but had neither symptoms nor were infectious may
have brought the virus into Northern Ireland on 1 March 2020. Researchers at Queen's University
Belfast suggest it took about 9.6 days for someone exposed to Covid to develop symptoms and
become infectious. They said a symptomatic patient could spread the disease for nine days. Experts
from the school of mathematics and physics used modelling to reach their conclusions. Dr Gabor
Kiss, who led the research, said the number seven was significant because while this seems a small
number, the consequences demonstrate "just how infectious Covid-19 is".
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-northern-ireland-58819831

Pfizer asks US to allow COVID shots for kids ages 5 to 11
Parents tired of worrying about classroom outbreaks and sick of telling their elementary school-age
children no to sleepovers and family gatherings felt a wave of relief Thursday when Pfizer asked the
U.S. government to authorize its COVID-19 vaccine for youngsters ages 5 to 11. If regulators give
the go-ahead, reduced-dose kids’ shots could begin within a matter of weeks. That could bring many
families  a  step  closer  to  being  done  with  remote  learning,  virus  scares  and  repeated  school
shutdowns and quarantines.
https://apnews.com/article/coronavirus-pandemic-science-business-coronavirus-vaccine-health-b9a0e105be709a4d7
a1c7d604e8d05f2

Merck's molnupiravir will be a blockbuster drug during pandemic. What about endemic
COVID-19?
After showing a 50% reduction in the risk of hospitalization or death, Merck & Co.’s molnupiravir
looks on track to secure an FDA emergency use authorization and become a blockbuster earner
during the pandemic. But what kind of longer-term market will the drug face once COVID-19 makes
the  likely  shift  from  pandemic  to  endemic?  After  showing  a  50%  reduction  in  the  risk  of
hospitalization or death, Merck & Co.’s molnupiravir looks on track to secure an FDA emergency use
authorization and become a blockbuster earner during the pandemic. But what kind of longer-term
market will the drug face once COVID-19 makes the likely shift from pandemic to endemic?
https://www.fiercepharma.com/pharma/merck-molnupiravir-blockbuster-covid-19-pandemic-endemic-oral-antivirals-
market

Flu shots and Moderna's COVID-19 booster can be given during the same doctor's visit,
Sanofi study finds
With  the  arrival  of  autumn  and  warnings  of  a  potential  “twindemic,”  many  are  prioritizing
vaccinations with more urgency this year. Thursday, Sanofi provided timely data that show elderly
people can take care of their COVID-19 booster and flu inoculation needs in one stop. Interim results
from co-administration of Sanofi’s Fluzone high-dose quadrivalent vaccine and a Moderna COVID-19
booster in the same doctor’s visit show that both provide similar immunogenicity responses—in
addition to comparable safety and tolerability profiles—to when they are provided individually.
https://www.fiercepharma.com/pharma/trial-shows-sanofi-s-fluzone-and-moderna-s-covid-19-shot-perform-same-whe
n-given-same-doctor
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Number of new COVID-19 cases continues to rise in Egypt on Wednesday
Egypt’s Ministry of Health and Population on Wednesday reported 788 new coronavirus cases, 37
deaths, and 788 recoveries. A total of 309,135 cases have been disclosed in Egypt, alongside 17,545
deaths and 261,190 recoveries. The country’s fourth wave of the virus is in full force, with daily case
figures ten times higher than what was recorded at  the end of  July.  Moreover,  the Health Ministry
has stated that official figures likely only represent 10 percent of actual cases.
https://www.egyptindependent.com/number-of-new-covid-19-cases-continues-to-rise-in-egypt-on-wednesday/

Covid-19: Four Covid-related deaths and 1,305 new cases
Four more coronavirus-related deaths have been reported in Northern Ireland on Thursday. Deaths
are measured by recording those who died within 28 days of receiving a positive result in a test for
coronavirus. The total number of deaths linked to Covid-19 in Northern Ireland since the start of the
pandemic is 2,579. Another 1,305 cases of the virus were also notified by the Department of Health,
down from 1,339 cases on Wednesday. That includes cases confirmed from samples taken in recent
days, not necessarily just in the latest 24-hour reporting period. A total of 246,156 cases of the
coronavirus have been confirmed in Northern Ireland since the pandemic began.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-northern-ireland-58833012

Russia reports biggest one-day COVID-19 case tally of 2021
Russia reported 27,550 new COVID-19 cases on Thursday, the biggest one-day tally it has recorded
this year, amid a wave of infections that has pushed officials to urge people to get vaccinated. The
government coronavirus task force also said that 924 people had died of coronavirus-linked causes
in the last 24 hours, close to a record one-day toll.
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/russia-reports-biggest-one-day-covid-19-case-tally-2021-2021-10-07/

More than 120,000 US kids had caregivers die during pandemic
The number of U.S. children orphaned during the COVID-19 pandemic may be larger than previously
estimated, and the toll has been far greater among Black and Hispanic Americans, a new study
suggests. More than half the children who lost a primary caregiver during the pandemic belonged to
those two racial groups, which make up about 40% of the U.S. population, according to the study
published Thursday by the medical journal Pediatrics. “These findings really highlight those children
who have been left most vulnerable by the pandemic, and where additional resources should be
directed,” one of the study’s authors, Dr. Alexandra Blenkinsop of Imperial College London, said in a
statement.
https://apnews.com/article/coronavirus-pandemic-science-pandemics-covid-19-pandemic-race-and-ethnicity-72ab35e
f81250e5007f5674d7e0af73d

Decline in global COVID-19 cases, deaths continues
Continuing a trend that began in August, global COVID-19 cases and deaths declined again last
week, with activity decreasing in most regions except Europe, where infection levels stayed the
same, the World Health Organization (WHO) said yesterday in its latest weekly snapshot of the
pandemic. Maria Van Kerkhove, PhD, the WHO's technical lead for COVID-19, said on Twitter that
hard work is  paying off,  and vaccinations are significantly cutting hospitalizations and deaths.  She
added, however, that vaccine equity is desperately needed, and the world is not out of the woods
yet.
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/news-perspective/2021/10/decline-global-covid-19-cases-deaths-continues

https://www.egyptindependent.com/number-of-new-covid-19-cases-continues-to-rise-in-egypt-on-wednesday/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-northern-ireland-58833012
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/russia-reports-biggest-one-day-covid-19-case-tally-2021-2021-10-07/
https://apnews.com/article/coronavirus-pandemic-science-pandemics-covid-19-pandemic-race-and-ethnicity-72ab35ef81250e5007f5674d7e0af73d
https://apnews.com/article/coronavirus-pandemic-science-pandemics-covid-19-pandemic-race-and-ethnicity-72ab35ef81250e5007f5674d7e0af73d
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/news-perspective/2021/10/decline-global-covid-19-cases-deaths-continues

